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Our Lady's Hostel, Graymoor 
To be at Graymoor during the Christmas season is an experience which is not soon forgotten. The sylvan 


beauty of woodland, hill and dale, adorned with nature’s mantle, is a setting which moves the mind to meditate 
on the age-old story of Bethlehem, and instils in all hearts the peace and joy which find an outlet in the truly 
beautiful religious services at St. John’s Church on Christmas Day. 

Bear in mind that you can reach Our Lady's Hostel for ladies within an hour and a half of the time you 
board the train at the Grand Central Station in New York, including the time of the taxi from Peekskill station 
to your destination at the foot of the Mount of the Atonement at Graymoor. 


Make reservations by applying to: Sister M. Francis, S. A., Our Lady’s Hostel, Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 





Our Graymoor Calendar for 1943 


co The Graymoor Church Art Calendar for the coming year of 1943 is exceptionally handsome, as we have 
never offered a finer collection of religious pictures nor more skillful color reproductions. Its design 


throughout is Catholic in effect and so appealing that every Catholic home will be proud to possess it. 


@ This grand Calendar possesses many features which will make a particular appeal to our Catholic people, 
among them: A large, beautiful full-color reproduction of Feuerstein’s famous painting, “St. Francis of 


Assisi,” framed within a strikingly beautiful border rich with liturgical symbols. 

Thirteen beautiful religious pictures. 

Holydays of Obligation prominently designated. 

Gospel References given for Sundays and Holydays of Obligation. 

Fast and Abstinence Days all plainly indicated. 

Ember Days, Rogation Days, Vigils, First Fridays—These important days are clearly shown. 

@ The Graymoor Church Art Calendars make ideal holiday gifts and are available at the following prices: 

SINGLE COPIES—30c 
FOUR COPIES — $1.00 


Address Orders with remittance to 
FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF THE ATONEMENT 


Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 
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For Sion’s sake I will not hold my Peace, and for the sake of Jerusalem I will not rest until the 


Just ONE comes forth as BRIGHTNESS, and her Saviour be lighted as a Lamp.—Isaias vxu, 1. 
” 
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Victory, Peace With Justice 





UR country has been forced : 
() into the most devastating Editor's Note: 
war of all time. This war, wean © 
which is the absorbing interest of 
all the world, involves unquestion- the 
ably the most important moral 
issues of today. 
Some nations are united in 


waging war to bring about a slave. 





the text of the 
statement on Victory and Peace 
issued last month in the name of 
Catholic Hierarchy of the 
United States by the Administra- 
tive Board of the National Catho- 
lic Welfare Conference. 


an encouragement and an inspira- 
tion to their flocks. Our priests 
as chaplains on the war front have 
inspired confidence # the men 
whom they so zealously serve. 
Our men in the armed forces 
deserve unstinted gratitude for 
their heroic services to our coun- 
try and high commendation for 








world—a world that would de- 

prive man of his divinely conferred dignity, reject 
human freedom and permit no religious liberty. We 
are associated with other powers in a deadly conflict 
against these nations to maintain a free world. This 
conflict of principles make compromise impossible. 

While war is the last means to which a nation should 
resort, circumstances arise when it is impossible to 
avoid it. At times it is the positive duty of a nation 
to wage war in the defense of life and right. Our 
country now finds itself in such circumstances. 

Even while we meet here, the exigencies of war have 
driven our armed forces into unexpected areas of con- 
flict in Africa. Our President in letters addressed to 
the rulers of all the friendly nations concerned has 
given solemn assurance that the United States has no 
designs of permanent conquest or sordid interest. 

Our aim, he pledged, is to guarantee to countries 
under temporary occupation as well as to our own the 
right to live in security and peace. 


PRESIDENT’S PLEDGE Is SupporTED 


We Bishops are confident that the pledge of our 
Chief Executive, not lightly made, faithfully mirrors 
the mind and conscience of the American people. 

That pledge is in full harmony with the expression 
of high purpose which the President made to the Catho- 
lic Bishops of the United States when our own country 
was plunged into war: 

“We shall win this war and in victory we shall seek 
not vengeance but the establishment of an international 
order in which the spirit of Christ shall rule the hearts 
of men and of nations.” 

From the moment that our country declared war we 
have called upon our people to make the sacrifices 
which, in Catholic doctrine, the virtues of patriotism, 
justice and charity impose. 

In every section of this nation the. voices of our 
Bishops have been heard. Their instructions, their 


pastorals, their counsels, their appeal for prayers are 


the faithful practice of their 
religion. 

In every diocese prayers have been incessantly of- 
fered, asking God’s pardon for the sins of individuals 
and nations, begging Divine mercy for all, pleading 
for a victory which will have the sanction of infinite 
justice, and for an enduring peace founded on the love 
of God and the love of all men. 


Basis OF A JusT PEACE 


Priests and people have earnestly prayed that the 
Holy Spirit may guide our President and all who share 
with him the heavy responsibilities of directing the 
war efforts and of winning the victory from which all 
peoples will derive a just and lasting peace. 

In the discharge of our Pastoral responsibility we 
are gravely concerned about the world peace of 
tomorrow. 

Secularism cannot write a real and lasting peace. 
Its narrow vision does not encompass the whole man, 
it cannot evaluate the spirituality of the human soul 
and the supreme good of all mankind. 

Exploitation cannot write a real and lasting peace. 
Where greedy might and selfish expediency are made 
the substitutes of justice there can be no securely 
ordered world. ; 

Totalitarianism, whether Nazi, Communist or Fas- 
cist, cannot write a real and lasting peace. The State 
that usurps total powers by that fact becomes a despot 
to its own people and a menace to the family of nations. 

The spirit of Christianity can write a real and lasting 
peace in justice and charity to all nations, even to 
those not Christian. 

In the epochal revolution through which the world 
is passing it is very necessary for us to realize that 
every man is our brother in Christ. All should be 
convinced that every man is endowed with the dignity 
of human personality and that he is entitled by the 
laws of nature to the things necessary to sustain life 
in a way conformable to human dignity. 
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In the post-war world the profit element of industry 
and commerce must be made subservient to the com- 
mon good of communities and nations if we are to have 
a lasting peace with justice, and a sense of true brother- 
hood for all our neighbors. 

The inequalities of nations and of individuals can 
never give to governments or to the leaders of industry 
or commerce a right to be unjust. They cannot, if they 
follow the fixed principles of morality, maintain or 
encourage conditions under which men cannot live ac- 
cording to standards befitting human personality. 

Unfortunately, in our day we must wage a global 
war to secure peace. War is abnormal and necessarily 
brings on abnormal conditions in the life of a nation. 

During the war crisis free men must surrender many 
of their liberties. We ask our people to be united and 
prepared to make every sacrifice which our government 
deems necessary for a just and enduring peace through 
the victory of our armed forces. 

We are confident that they will perform their war- 
time duties gladly because they know that our country 
has been the defender, not the destroyer of liberties, 
and has in the past always reestablished the full 
measure of peacetime freedom, on the conclusion of 
hostilities. 


WoMEN IN INDUSTRY 


Our government has announced that the war emer- 
gency makes it necessary to employ an unprecedented 
number of women in industry. While we are whole- 
heartedly cooperating with our government in the 
prosecution of the war, we must, as shepherds of souls, 
express our grave concern about the Christian home 
in our beloved country in these crucial days. 

When mothers are engaged in industry a serious 
child care problem necessarily arises. Every effort 
must be made to limit, as far as necessity permits, the 
employment of mothers in industry, particularly young 
mothers. 

Due provision in conformance with American tradi- 
tions should be made for the day care of the children 
of working mothers. The health and moral welfare of 
mothers employed in industry should be thoroughly 
safeguarded. 

With a full realization of the role which women must 
play in winning the war and of the extreme measures 
that our government must take, we ask that all try to 
realize the dangers involved, especially the moral 
dangers. 

We urge that there be a wholesome moral atmos- 
phere wherever women are employed. 

We know that patriotic mothers are generous in giv- 
ing their sons to the defense of our country. We ex- 
press their concern, and ours, about youths of eighteen 
years of age who are now to be called to the armed 
forces. We hope that special moral safeguards will 
shield them, so that they may serve their country with- 
out moral blemish. 


We express our deepest sympathy to our brother 
Bishops in all countries of the world where religion is 
persecuted, liberty abolished and the rights of God 
and man are violated. Since the murderous assault on 
Poland, utterly devoid of every semblance of humanity, 
there has been a premeditated and systematic extermi- 
nation of the people of this nation. 

The same satanic technique is being applied to 
many other peoples. 

We feel a deep sense of revulsion against the cruel 
indignities heaped upon the Jews in conquered coun- 
tries and upon defenseless people not of our faith. 

We join with our brother Bishops in subjugated 
France in a statement attributed to them: 

“Deeply moved by the mass arrests and maltreat- 
ment of Jews, we cannot stifle the cry of our conscience. 
In the name of humanity and Christian principles, our 
voice is raised in favor of the imprescriptible rights of 
human nature.” 

We raise our voice in protest against despotic 
tyrants who have lost all sense of humanity by con- 
demning thousands of innocent persons to death in 
subjugated countries as acts of reprisals; by placing 
thousands of innocent victims in concentration camps 
and by permitting unnumbered persons to die of 
starvation. 


ConpDITIONS BROUGHT TO THE ForE 


The war has brought to the fore conditions that have 
long been with us. The full benefits of our free insti- 
tutions and the rights of our minorities must be openly 
acknowledged and honestly respected. 

We ask this acknowledgment and respect particu- 
larly for our colored fellow-citizens. They should en- 
joy the full measure of economic opportunities and ad- 
vantages which will enable them to realize their hope 
and ambition to join with us in preserving and expand- 
ing, in changed and changing social conditions, our 
national heritage. 

We fully appreciate their many native gifts and 
aptitudes which, ennobled and enriched by a true 
Christian life, will make them a powerful influence in 
the establishment of a Christian social order. 

We recall the words of Pope Pius XII expressing 
his paternal solicitude for the colored people of our 
country. In a letter addressed to the American Bishops 
on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the 
establishment of the American hierarchy, His Holi- 
ness said: 

“We confess that we feel a special paternal affec- 
tion which is certainly inspired of Heaven for the 
Negro people dwelling among you; for in the field of 
religion and education we know that they need special 
care and comfort and are very deserving of it. We, 
therefore, invoke an abundance of heavenly blessing 
and we pray fruitful success for those whose generous 





356 % UT OMNES 


zeal is devoted to their welfare.” (Sertum Laetitae— 
1939.) 

We send our cordial greetings to our brother 
Bishops of Latin America. We have been consoled 
by recent events, which give a sincere promise of 
better understanding 
Mexico, Central 

Citizens of these 


by our country of the peoples of 
South America. 

countries are bound to us by the 
religion. They are not merely our 
neighbors; they are our brothers professing the same 
Faith. Every n > to rob them of their Catho- 
lic religi ridicule it or to offer them a substitute 











closest bonds of 










for it is deeply resented by the peoples of these coun 
tries and by Ameri i 
to be a disturbing { 

The traditions, the 
ture of these cou 
anxious to foster every worthy movement wl 
strengthen our amicable relations with 
of the continent. 

We express the hope that the mistakes of the past 
which were offensive to the dignity of our Southern 
brothers, their culture and their religion will not con- 
tinue. A strong bond uniting in true friendship all th 
countries of the Western Hemisphere will exercise a 
most potent influence on a shattered post-war world. 


lics. These efforts prove 
our international relations. 





I ; ground, the cul- 
are Catholic. We Bishops are 
vill 





he hacl 
the Dack 








lich 1 





V 





Lit 
the repuDilics 


Pope’s PLAN 


We urge the serious study of the peace plans of 
Pope Pius XII, which insist that justice be inspired 
by love—first, love of God and, then, love of every 
human being. ‘The command of love among indi- 
viduals found in the Gospels,” said Benedict XV, 
“differs in no respect from that which should reign 
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among the States and peoples” (Pacem Dei, Benedict 
XV, 1920). If we are not to have a Christian peace, 
then we shall be given only an armistice and we shall 
begin to prepare for a third world conflict. 

We conclude by urging again unceasing prayers, the 
wrayer of all prayers by priests, the Holy Mass; 
yrayers addressed to the Blessed Virgin that she will 
ntercede with her Divine Son for mercy on a war- 
blighted world. We ask that Tuesday, December 8th, 
the Feast of the Immaculate Conception of our Blessed 
Mother, the Patroness of our country, be set aside as 
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victory and for a peace acceptable to God. 
inistrative Board, 
in the name ol 


Signed by 1embers of the 





National Catholic Welfare Confe 
the Bishops of the United States: 
Epwarp Mooney, Archbishop of Detroit, 
JoHN T. McNicnotas, Archbishop of Cincinnati, 
SaMuEL A. StritcH, Archbishop of Chicago, 
JoHN J. Mitty, Archbishop of San Francisco, 
JosePpH F. RumMMEL, Archbishop of New Orleans, 
Francis J. SPELLMAN, Archbishop of New York, 
JoHN Mark Gannon, Bishop of Erie, 
Joun F. Nout, Bishop of Fort Wayne, 
Kart J. ALTER, Bishop of Toledo, 
JoHn A. Durry, Bishop of Buffalo. 
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of the Octave by the people of the parish. 





OBSERVE THE CHURCH UNITY OCTAVE 


JARY 18th to JANUARY 25th 


Approved and Blessed by Apostolic Bricf of His Holiness, Pope Benedict XV 


OCTAVE LITERATURE NOW AVAILABLI | 


1. Leaflets containing the Prayer and Intention for each day of the Octave. 5 Cents, per hundred, 25c 
2. The Church Unity Octave Booklet. Contains explanation of the Octave development. Each 5: 
3. Church Unity Octave Prayerbook. A handy compendium of prayers and hymns suitable for use by Priests 

and laity in the daily devotions during the Octave. Each, 10c; by the hundred, $7.50 
4. Church Unity Addresses. Short radio talks, useful for instruction in class or as a basis for sermons, each 10¢ 
5. Posters will be supplied gratis for use on Church and School Bulletin Boards, inviting observance 


Address: FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF THE ATONEMENT, Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 
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: Unity of Re 1gion 


fee . ; REVEREND AUBERT A. REILLY, O.F.M. 









be wrong. When two 

, contradict ‘each other 
_ The observance next month of the of them can be right. 
Church Unity Octave (January 18th to 


| a common purpose and aim 3 Since there can be but one 
‘om- : : ere ‘ January 25th) gives pertinence to the : e but one God 
gether against any force 





time of distress or 
fol- war, unity is the watchword 
very nation. People of 





Editor’s Note: 











. Ry here can be but one revelati 
rust ' + tte) publication here of Father Reilly’s dis- there can td ut one revelation, 
the 1 would attempt to abolish course over Radio Station WJSV, Wash- one revealed religion, for by 























y of life. In the cause ington, on the day preceding the open- the very nature of its existence 

of security every nation must ing of the Octave services last January. God is its author. 
present a united effort and ob- It is a call to men of good will to No matter what your indi- 
_" jective among all of its people examine their hearts and minds on the vidual creed might be your 
ge: lest the house divided against question of the divinely revealed Truths belief is centered in the iden- 
—_ itself should fall. The threat of Faith. tical Divine Creator whom 
of invasion presents a challenge ' Catholics, Protestants and Jews 
whi ch can be answered only by worship. Though groups do 
ti, unity, and among the most seri- have a difference of worship, 
ous threats to our way of life is the assault against reli- they are united in their belief that God is One, Un- 
gion. Atheistic doctrines are in the plans of some changeable, Eternal and the Supreme Intelligence. 
is, leaders to replace the worship of God. They have al- Moreover, the different creeds hold that God has spoker 
‘k, ready removed God from government so that their law- to men through His prophets and saints, through the 


lessness might reign. From education they erased the ones who wrote God’s changeless revelation in the 
name of God so that irreligion might be the food for Sacred Scriptures. They recognize the authority of 
children. The virtues of humility, chastity and charity God when He speaks; and no religious being will agree 
were scoffed at as weaknesses, until they achieved a that God’s word can ever be contradictory, for truth is 


blasphemous courage to cry out for a Messiah of fire one and unchangeable. 
—— and hatred to replace a loving, redeeming Christ. Their In this hendemeatel point of belief we have unity. 


last step was to persecute Jews on a groundless excuse But where is our oneness of practice and of living? 
of racism; to murdes *r ministers, priests and nuns whose Have we defaulted in these? We agree that God has 
s e to God forbade the worshl > of a man and his_ given us one religion and one worship; but do we 
system. These things are not the tyranny of ages practice that belief? Could God command men to 
long past, they are the history of the last bloody worship Himself, as He has, and then aliow that 
decade and today’s news flashes. If religion is now worship to be carried out in contradictory ways? 
found to be divided then the door is thrown open for Could He ask Jew and Protestant and Catholic each 




















| the easy entrance of this irreligious force. It is true to perform contradictory acts of love and obedience? 
| that unity of religion should exist at all times, but the Does any reasoning man think that God would tell one 








t 





present danger emphasizes its need. In religion, unity group that Jesus Christ is Divine and tell another 
P is a fundamental without which the aims and purposes group that Christ is merely human? It is not possible 
of religion are frustrated, for then the bond which for our Intelligent God to teach Catholics through the 








should secure the hearts of men is parted. revealed Scriptures that they must worship the Blessed 
" Unity means singleness or oneness. It denies the Sacrament and then accept from other men a calumny 
o | possibility of contrary objectives existing in the one of that Sacrament. Some will hold to unity of belief 
purpose. Unity of religion means that there can be for all they are worth, yet teach that their faith is 
. only one true religion precisely because it comes from sufficient and good works are of no avail. They will 
God who cannot contradict His own decrees. There say that one religion is as good as another; and how 
has to be oneness of belief and consequent practice; can they be right, when there is no “other” but only 
oneness of thought and its logical action; oneness of one religion given by one God? Certain men profess 
principle and of the living which agrees with it. If to accept God’s word but they accept only a part. The 
two men hold the same belief in God, they cannot truth is divinely revealed, hence the errors must come 


worship in contradiction. If one is right the other from man himself. 
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Unity cannot stop at belief when there exists a unity 
of worship and of living consequent upon belief. 
God has revealed Himself to men and has just as 
surely taught them how He must be worshipped. Yet 
it is at this point, unfortunately, that religious disunity 
begins. The right to be- 
lieve that your form of 


that God might be pleased to bless them. In order that 
all men of all creeds might be given an opportunity to 
pray with one mind for the light of Faith, such an 
occasion as the Church Unity Octave was inaugurated. 
It was begun by an Anglican minister in 1908 and his 

octave of prayer was 

adopted by many reli- 





worship is the true one 
which God Himself insti- 
tuted and commanded is 
not denied. You might 
be wrong, yet I must 
respect your opinion. In 
the same way, when the 
Catholic Church holds 
that she alone is the 
Divine Church and that 
she alone has been en- 
trusted with the perfect 
worship of God—in this 
belief she too has her 
rights which no _fair- 
minded person can deny. 
But out of all this reli- 
gious difference you 
ought to be able to 
choose the correct, the 
perfect, the only Divine 
religion. Some one must 
be right, all others must 





gious groups. The eight 
days of prayer for 
Church Unity offer to all 
men a chance to ex- 
amine their hearts and 
minds. It will be an op- 
portunity to determine 
whether their practice is 
as unified as their belief; 
whether they worship 
the One true God in the 
only one true way. If 
you cannot attend the 
Octave services in the 
Catholic Church, then 
begin your eight days of 
prayer and religious in- 
vestigation in your own 
churches or in your own 
homes. Pray that light 
and guidance may be 
given all men toward 
perfect religious unity. 


be wrong, for God could His Eminence, Eugene Cardinal Tisserant. Our leaders, both reli- 
not sanction such variety gious and civic, plead 
which embraces absolute The N. C. W. C. News Service, in a release of a for unity in the Father- 
contradiction. It is the Radio communication late last month carried the hood of God, but it can 


duty of every believer in 
God faithfully and seri- 


announcement that an implicit tribute to the late 
Father Paul James Francis, founder and Father Gen- 
eral of the Franciscan Friars of the Atonement at 


never be achieved until 
there is true unity in the 


ously to seek out the Graymoor, N. Y., was contained in an appeal by His brotherhood of man ste 
truth. He must weigh Eminence Eugene Cardinal Tisserant, secretary of the brothers in belief, in 
fact against fact, history Sacred Oriental Congregation, broadcast in many purpose and in worship 
against fable, divine languages, including English, over the Vatican City of God. 

authorship against hu- radio station on the feast of Saint Josaphat, Apostle ese & 

man institution. This ee OCTAVE INTENTIONS 
rational, logical, sincere Cardinal Tisserant’s appeal was for wider and more 


iat . acne ‘ . Jan. 18. The return of 
approach to religion will fervent participation, including the separated Eastern 


ultimately bring about 


Christians, in the observance of the Church Unity 


all the “other sheep” to the 
one Fold of St. Peter, the 


: Octave next January. His Eminence said the con- One Shepherd. 

the unity which God stantly widening observance and spontaneous sympa- Jan. 19. The return of 
Himself demands and thetic support of the Church Unity Octave, even all Oriental Separatists to 
which is essential to among non-Catholics, is perhaps due to the fact that a with the Apos- 
religion. the Octave owed its origin to the initiative of a Jan. 20. The submission 
non-Catholic. This was a reference to the work of Anglicans to the Author- 

Now many men study in promotion of the Octave observance done by ity of the Vicar of Christ. 
religion and never Father Paul James Francis before his conversion to Jan. 21, That the Luther- 


achieve true faith. The Catholicism. 
reason is this: “Faith,” 





ans and all other Protest- 
ants of Continental Europe 
may find their way “Back 








as St. Paul tells us, is 
“a gift of God” and as 
such is not dispensed aimlessly. Faith is won through 
prayer when a man lifts his heart and his mind to God 
and leaves those offerings before the throne of heaven 


to Holy Church.” 
Jan. 22. That Christians 
in America may become 
One in communion with the Chair of St. Peter. Jan. 23. The 
return to the Sacraments of lapsed Catholics. Jan. 24. The 
conversion of the Jews. Jan. 25. The Missionary Conquest 
of the world for Christ. 
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India for Chwsist? 


By REVEREND DUNSTAN DONOVAN, S.A. 


S the theatre of the war 
A shifts steadily westward in 

Asia, the eyes of millions 
are focused on what may be the 
next great battleground between the 
forces now gripped in mortal com- 
bat. India, mystic land of teem- 
ing millions ever restless under 
foreign rule, looms ever more 
prominent to both contenders in the 
struggle for world victory. Land of 
contrast—with splendor and wealth 
on every side vainly attempting to 
overshadow the hideousness of 
startling poverty and misery— 
India now attracts the attention of 
Western peoples to a degree never 
equalled before. 

To the Catholic Church, however, 
India has been a source of interest 
since Apostolic times. One of the 
few nations to be blessed with the 
presence of one of the Twelve 
Apostles, India has not been with- 
out some faithful Christians — at 
times very few indeed—since the 
very days of Christ Himself. The 
Church in India is a far older body 
than the Church in America; it is 
older than the Church in Ireland, 
and even older than the venerable 
Churches of Gaul, Spain or Thrace. 
Saint Thomas, the Apostle who 
doubted the Resurrection of Our 
Lord, attested to the truth of that 
miracle of miracles on the shores 
of the great Indian Ocean less than 
twenty years after Our Blessed 
Lord’s Ascension. After twenty 
years of missionary labor in the 
land he had been sent to evangelize, 
the Saint sealed his loyalty to 
Christ by undergoing martyrdom at 
a place called the Little Hill, not 
far from Madras, in the year 72 
A. D. 

It has been the fashion of his- 
torians to cast doubt upon the tradi- 














tional accounts of the activities of 
the Apostles after the Ascension of 
Christ, and to insinuate that the 
natural impulse to elaborate on 
primitive presumptions explains in 
large measure the treasured stories 
of their missionary journeys and 
gains for Christ. Historians of 
this school do not hesitate to 
“prove” that St. Peter never dwelt 
at Rome, that St. Paul did not die 
a martyr’s death, or that St. John 
did not write the Gospel ascribed 
to him. Occasionally even re- 
spected Catholic authors feel free 
to question the accuracy of the 
traditional accounts, and this has 
been noticed especially in regard 
to the claim of India that Saint 
Thomas was its first Apostle and 
that a Christian Church has existed 
in this great nation from Apostolic 
times. 

It would be impossible to prove 
from early Indian manuscripts, 
were such available at the present 
time, that Thomas the Apostle 
created any great stir among the 
learned Hindu nobles during his 


reputed stay in South India. We 
do know that there has been a con- 
stant succession of Christian be- 
lievers on the Malabar and Cor- 
morandel Coasts of India, who have 
for centuries called themselves the 
“Christians of St. Thomas.” These 
people, long isolated from their 
fellow Christians in Europe, hailed 
the Portuguese Catholic explorers 
at the end of the fifteenth century 
as their brothers in the faith. 
In the fourteenth century, Pope 
Clement VI had sent to India a 
Franciscan bishop, John of Mari- 
gnoli, as his legate to the Christians 
in that land, among whom no mis- 
sionary work was considered neces- 
sary. Two centuries earlier Pope 
Calixtus II had conferred the pal- 
lium on Mar John, Archbishop of 
the St. Thomas Christians in South 
India. According to the authentic 
testimony of the Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicle, King Alfred the Great, 
who ruled in the ninth century, sent 
Sighelm, Bishop of Sherborne, with 
gifts to the “Church of the Apostle 
Thomas.” The Council of Nicea, 
attended by bishops from all over 
the Christian world in the year 325, 
legislated for “the Church in Great 
India,” which was represented by 
Archbishop John the Persian. Go- 
ing still backward in time, we come 
to the testimony of early Christian 
Fathers calling attention to the 
existence of a world-wide Church 
extending “from Spain to India.” 
Finally we must weigh the value of 
the uniqueness of the claim of the 
South Indian Christians on Saint 
Thomas. No other nation hails this 
great hero of the faith as its own, 
no other country claims to have pre- 
served his relics. Surely this claim, 
resting on a deeply rooted and still 
living tradition that can be traced 
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back to the very days of the S 
himself, must be based on m 
than mere legend. 

Isolation from Europe, perpetu 
ated by a succession of paga 
Moslem rulers who prevente 
contact between India and R« 
for over a thousand years, test 
loyalty of the Saint Thomas C! 
tians to the Successor of Sai 
Peter. While it is true that heretical 
Nestorian Bishops in Persia did 
from time to time exercise their 
influence over the Indian Christians 
and sought to strengthen it by the 
appointment and installation of 
native Bishops for them, these 
people loudly protested their belief 
in the prerogatives of the Bishops 
of Rome when they first came in 
contact with the European explorers 
from Catholic Portugal in 1498. 
Hindu persecution had reduced the 
body of the faithful from hundred 
of thousands to a mere 50,000 by 
this date, but the zealous remnant 
edified the newcomers by thei 
fervor and devotion. W 
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returned to Catholic Unity, although 
they failed to have their pleas for 
eparate ecclesiastical administra- 
tion answered in full. The schis- 
matical remnant placed themselves 
» protection of the Jacobite 
Patriarch of Antioch and became 
known the South Indian Jacob- 
ites. That their schism was based 
on political and national grounds, 
rather than any religious differ- 
ences from the faithful Malabar 
Catholics, may be seen from their 
anomalous relationship with the dis- 
sident Patriarch of Antioch. They 
received Bishops from that prelate, 
but they refused to adopt the 
Jacobite heresy that Jesus Christ 
did not assume a real human nature 
for the work of Redemption. 
Isolated as they were by their act 
of schism, these Jacobite Christians 
did not always enjoy harmony 
among themselves, and_ subse- 
quently fell in large numbers into 
the errors disseminated among them 
by English Protestant missionaries. 
Nevertheless the main body of 
Jacobites tried to cling to the teach- 
ings of the undivided Church and 
many of their prelates sought for 
means to lead their people back to 
the loyalty of their fathers. 
Outside of Malabar the Church 
made great strides in India during 
the hundred years that preceded 
1750. The colonial empire that had 
been built up by Portugal was 
rapidly falling into decay, but the 
spiritual force that had entered 
India with the Portuguese had ex- 
tended to every corner of the great 
Indian nation. Ceylon, Assam, 
Bengal and the frontier states wit- 
nessed the advent of Catholic mis- 
sionaries, not only from Portugal 
but from Italy, France and Spain. 
In the periodic persecutions that 
were bound to develop when Hindu 
rulers saw their subjects freed from 
the deadening bonds of caste, thou- 
sands of martyrs joyfully gave 
their lives for the conversion of 
their brethren. In many places the 
missionaries were forced to carry 
on their apostolic labors in secret 
and under constant threat of death 
and disaster, but zealously they 
worked, and abundantly were they 
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rewarded. In 1750 there were more 
than a million faithful Catholics in 
India—and this at a time when 
there were perhaps about 10,000 in 
the thirteen English Colonies on 
the Atlantic Seaboard of North 
America! 

Where the Church in India had 
successfully weathered the fierce 
assaults of the Moslem and Brahmin 
rulers and where she had triumph- 
antly overcome the wily intrigues 
of the Dutch and English Protes- 
tant adventurers, she was to suffer 
almost mortally from new opposi- 
tion within her very Fold. In 1759 
all Jesuits were expelled from 
Portuguese dominions, by order of 
a cynical and free-thinking govern- 
ment that had little in common 
with the sterling Catholic nation it 
ruled, and the pall of death en- 
gulfed many of the most promising 
mission centers of India. When, a 
few years later, the remaining 
Jesuits were evicted and their So 
ciety suppressed, decay set in on 
still more mission centers. The 
ascendancy of the British in India, 
who gradually eased out the Portu- 
guese and the French until these 
nations retained control of only a 
shadow of their former Indian pos- 
sessions, did not help the Catholic 
Church at this time. The British 
East India Company had made 
commitments with many native 
rulers, protecting the prevailing 
religions of India, and fulfilling this 
promise by hampering seriously all 
missionary effort. So greedy was 
this trading company for material 
profit that it effectively curtailed 
even Protestant agents from preach- 
ing Christianity to the natives. The 
Catholic population waned; 
churches were deserted and priests 
were few. 

It was the vigorous mission 
policy of Pope Gregory XVI that 
heralded the dawn of a new day 
for the Catholic Church in India. 
The rebirth did not take place with- 
out a struggle, but once more the 
chief opponents of the Church in 
her efforts to win souls for Christ 
were her own children. The Portu- 
guese government had for a long 
time enjoyed the right to appoint 
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ishops to the principal se in 
India, as these had been founded 
when that country was responsible 
for most of the burden of mission- 
ary endeavor there. With the loss 
of her great colonial empire, Portu- 
gal witnessed a change in govern- 
ment policy that made the exercise 
of her rights of patronage preju- 
dicial to the Church. In 1833, the 
supporters of the legitimate Queen 
of Portugal, Donna Maria II, re- 
solved to pay off the costs of a 
civil war by confiscating all the 
property of Religious Orders. This 
was extended to India very shortly 
and hundreds of missionaries, mem- 
bers of Religious Orders, were de- 
prived of what little sustenance 
they had. Diplomatic relations with 
the Holy See were broken off by 
Portugal and the great Sees of India 
became vacant. The Pope offset 
this blow to the Church by estab- 
lishing six Vicariates Apostolic and 
entrusted them to English, Irish, 
French and native administrators. 
Freed from subservience to the 
representatives of the Portuguese 
government the Vicars Apostolic 
were able to carry on their labors 
as genuine missionaries and thou- 
sands of natives flocked back to 
the Church. The great change in 
the British viewpoint towards 
Catholic missions took place about 
this time, so that the million mark 
in adherents to the faith was 
reached once more in 1850. 

Complete settlement of the juris- 
dictional problems that resulted 
from the Portuguese claims did not 
take place until 1886, when Pope 
Leo XIII re-established the old 
Province of Goa, which had been 
for three hundred years the only 
Ecclesiastical Province in India, 
and to which all other Sees were 
subject, making its Ordinary the 
Patriarch of the East Indies, but 
reducing its great extent. Seven 
other cities were named as Archi- 
episcopal Sees, and all the Vicari- 
ates Apostolic were made Dioceses. 
In the following year, the Saint 
Thomas. Christians 


were again 
given a separate hierarchal ad- 
ministration to their great joy and 


the great relief of the tension that 
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existed among Catholics of South 
India. In 1923, Pope Pius XI 
created for these Catholics the Ec- 
clesiastical Province of Ernakulam, 
which now includes over 500,000 
faithful of the Syro-Malabar Rite. 


The noticeable Romeward move- 
ment among the separated Jacob- 
ites of Malabar, descendants of the 
Indian Christians who had sepa- 
tated themselves from the Center 
of Unity in the seventeenth century, 
was brought to a head in 1931 
when the Most Rev. Mar Ivanios, 
Archbishop of Bethany, and his 
suffragan, Mar Theophilos, the two 
communities of the Brothers and 
Sisters of the Imitation of Christ, 
and many hundreds of lay people, 
were corporately received into the 
Catholic Church. Mass conversions 
followed—whole villages came back 
to unity under the leadership of 
priests who sensed the spiritual 
character of Mar Ivanios’ leader- 
ship. Pope Pius XI established the 
Ecclesiastical Province of Trivan- 
dum for the Syro-Malankarese 
Catholics in 1932, and today it 
numbers 45,000 faithful, all con- 
verts from schism. 


While historically the two East- 
ern Rites now used in India have 
the same origin, the usage of the 
Malankarese appears more faithful 
to the old Syriac tradition. None 
of the “‘latinizations” so noticeable 
in the Syro-Malabar usage have 
been allowed in the Province of 
Trivandum, with the result that the 
schismatical Jacobites find little op- 
portunity for criticizing the litur- 
gical practices of the newly-united 
Catholics. Many of the separated 
layfolk attend Catholic churches 
and are there introduced to the 
universality of the Church that 
knows no bounds of race or rite. 
The prospects for the conversion of 
many more Jacobites loom bright, 
and the zealous priests of Arch- 
bishop Mar Ivanios’ jurisdiction are 
retarded solely in the greater effec- 
tiveness of this work by lack of 
funds to maintain the necessary 
personnel to keep abreast of the 
developments in the field of con- 
versions. 


Both groups of the Malabar 
Christians have missionary projects 
under way for the conversion of 
their heathen neighbors—a thing 
unusual among Eastern Catholics, 
who are often obliged by necessity 
to confine their efforts to winning 
back dissidents to the Church of 
Christ. In South India there are 
today millions of Hindus living in 
ignorance of the great Christian 
message, and the combined efforts 
of Catholic missionaries, of both 
Eastern and Western Rites, are be- 
ing concentrated in bringing to 
these people some knowledge of the 
infinite riches of the Catholic Faith, 
that they too may come to know of 
Christ and His Church. 


Rapid strides have also been 
made in the rest of India by valiant 
missionaries from all parts of the 
world, so that today there are over 


three million Catholics of the 
Latin Rite in the great Indian 
peninsula. There are eleven Ec- 


clesiastical Provinces, with seventy- 
one jurisdictional units in Catholic 
India. Thirteen groups of Catholic 
missionaries from America are 
represented in India, and there are 
three American Bishops. The Dio- 
cese of Krishnagar in Assam is 
governed by Most Rev. Louis L. 
Morrow; the Most Rev. Bernard 
Sullivan, S.J., is Bishop of Patna; 
and the Most Rev. Timothy J. 
Crowley, of the Holy Cross 
Fathers, is Bishop of Dacca. Great 
expansion has characterized the 
work of the last ten years, with 
numerous converts being recorded 
especially from among the De- 
pressed Classes, the so-called “Un- 
touchables,” of Chota Nagpur and 
Central India. Two-thirds of the 
clergy of India are natives, form- 
ing a proportion that is phenomenal 
in a mission country, and presaging 
still further expansion for the 
Gospel among the Indian peoples. 


Three and a half million souls, 
though an impressive number, 
represent only one per cent of the 
people of India. Mission advance 
is being halted by the present war, 
but we trust only temporarily. An 
Axis victory in the East would 


cripple the efforts of the Church— 
of this experienced missioners have 
no doubt. An Allied victory, 
which all of us look forward to 
anxiously, to be consistent with the 
principles that have been set forth 
in the so-called Atlantic Charter of 
President Roosevelt and Winston 
Churchill, should result in greater 
civil and economic freedom for the 
people of India, Christian and non- 
Christian. The Church in India is 
taking no steps to identify herself 
with the advocates of immediate 
freedom, exemplified by Mohandas 
Gandhi and Jawaharal Nahru, fear- 
ful that Christians might have to 
bear the brunt of abuse that would 
follow in the wake of such a precipi- 
tate action. Neither is the Church 
committing herself to blind support 
of the British administration, al- 
though Catholics as a group have 
realized that the impending danger 
to India requires for the present 
loyalty to the governing body and 
willing submission to its decrees, 
until the crisis is past and victory 
won. 

Will India some day be won for 
Christ? We trust so. The welcome 
given everywhere by non-Hindu and 
non-Moslem peoples to Catholic 
missionaries preaching the Gospel, 
the revolt of the Depressed classes 
against the age-old system of dis- 
crimination causing them to look 
for salvation outside Hinduism, 
the return to the Church of large 
numbers of dissident Christians, 
make the future look brighter than 
the past. No leader of the Church 
would be willing to advance the 
proposition that the fate of the 
Church in India depends on its 
political future. The error em- 
bodied in the use of political means 
for spiritual ends has been evi- 
denced more than once in India’s 
past. Whether India becomes free, 
or is constituted a self-governing 
dominion, or remains under direct 
British rule, the Church will go on 
in her mission of ministering to the 
souls of men, hopeful that some day 
the whole country evangelized by 
the Apostle Saint Thomas will be 
united in the age-old Faith he 


taught so long ago. 
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N ews and Views 


OTERS of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

VV issued a stinging rebuke to the proponents of 

legislation designed to propagate an aspect of 
pagan morality that cloaks itself under the euphemism 
of Birth Control. Final tally of the votes cast at the 
State elections in November on the initiative petition 
that would legalize the dissemination of information 
on this point revealed 691,394 votes against the peti- 
tion to 505,043 for it. Comparison of the total vote 
with that cast in the contest for Governor reveals that 
almost every voter was aware of the significance of the 
referendum petition. 

Advocates of the proposed measure were responsible 
for a campaign in its favor marked by a flood of 
deceptive literature which pleaded for “democratic 
rights, and religious and medical freedom.” Chief 
opposition to the bill came from the Catholic clergy 
and faithful, who almost alone seemed fully aware that 
the law of the land should be “integrated into one sys- 
tem with the Law of God and of conscience,” to use 
the words of the Rev. John C. Ford, S.J., of Weston 
College, included in an address at the “Red Mass” 
offered for the Catholic members of the legal profes- 
sion at the Church of the Immaculate Conception in 
Boston on October 3rd. 

The Living Church, Protestant Episcopal national 
weekly, in commenting on the results of the refer- 
endum in its issue of November 15th, stated that “sup- 
porting the Roman Catholic opposition were Lutheran 
leaders and a few conservative non-Roman clergymen.” 
From this we gather that Catholics were not com- 
pletely alone in their fight for the preservation of civic 
morality in Massachusetts. We can be hopeful that 
when this legislation comes up again in six years 
time—and its proponents announce that they have not 
given up the fight—that a far greater number of truly 
Christian clergymen will be cognizant of their obliga- 
tions to uphold the precepts of the law of God against 
the energetic activities of those who would willingly 
sanction the contrary under the guise of zeal for social 
and economic improvement. 


* * * *& 


The Holy See has announced through the Apostolic 
Delegate to the United States, the appointment of Rt. 
Rev. Msgr. John J. Boylan, Vicar General of the Dio- 
cese of Des Moines, to be Bishop of Rockford, III. 
The Bishop-elect succeeds the Most Rev. Edward F. 
Hoban, who has been translated to be Coadjutor with 
right of succession to the Most Rev. Joseph Schrembs, 


. 


Archbishop of Cleveland. Announcement was also 
made of the appointment of Rt. Rev. Msgr. Leo Binz, 
secretary of the Apostolic Delegation in Washington, 
to be Coadjutor Bishop and Apostolic Administrator 
of the Diocese of Winona, Minnesota. 


* x * 


The Catholic Institute of Higher Studies in Lima, 
Peru, founded twenty-five years ago by priests of the 
Congregation of the Sacred Heart at a time when the 
State University was dominated by anti-clericalism, has 
been raised by Pope Pius XII to the rank of a Pontifi- 
cal University. 


* * * * 


The prayer of the Church Unity Octave observed 
every year from January 18th to January 25th “That 
all be one, O Lord we pray,” might well be the theme 
of a sermon frequently in every Christian church in the 
land, judging by the oft-expressed longing voiced by 
the ministers of different denominations. In New York 
last month, the Rev. Leon Merle Flanders, pastor of 
Tremont Presbyterian Church, told his congregation 
that the strategy of “divide and rule” is used not only 
against nations but against religion by “self-seeking, 
evil men who have allowed themselves to become the 
dupes of the devil.” “The great potential power of the 
Christian Church” he declared, “is being held in check 
by division within itself. We can no longer permit 
ourselves to be out-maneuvered by the devil. Strength 
through union is the watchword the church must adopt 
if it is to prevail against Satan’s present tyranny.” 

In the same city on November 22, Rev. Dr. Louis 
W. Pitt, rector of Grace Episcopal Church, in a sermon 
deplored that the church still stands divided after 2,000 
years of experience. “Is it any wonder” he asked, 
“that church people have moments of discouragement 
and depression when they contemplate the absurdity 
of bringing Christianity to the great nations East and 
West when we do not present a united front? Must we 
not have a unifying Christianity ?” 

“Today,” he continued, “the whole situation is be- 
fogged, even within our own Episcopal household of 
faith, largely through misunderstanding and aloofness.” 

The “unifying Christianity” which Rev. Dr. Pitt and 
others envision, can be realized only by a return of the 
dissident sects to the Church founded on the Rock of 
Peter by Jesus Christ—the Holy Catholic Church. It 
is for that sublime purpose the Church Unity Octave 
of prayer was initiated, That All May Be One in the 





364 % = UT OMNES 


True Faith under the Divinely appointed Shepherd, 
our Holy Father, the Pope. 


In a moving and impressive address at a Communion 
breakfast of the Ladies of Charity of the Catholic 
Charities of New York on November 15th, the Most 
Rev. J. Francis McIntyre, Auxiliary Bishop and Chan- 
cellor of the Archdiocese, voiced the hope that Catho- 
lic women everywhere would strive earnestly to pre- 
serve the ideals of faith which had given them a high 
place of dignity and esteem in their own sphere and 
which is now threatened on all sides. 

“The position of women in this world is being at- 
tacked,” he declared. “That 
institution which is the very bu!- 
wark of society, the home, i: 
being attacked, directly and in- 
directly, through the women oi 
the nation. It has only been 
with the breaking up of thoss« 
days of faith in recent centurie 
that there has been a reversion 
and loss of prestige to women. 

“We may attribute this loss of 
Station, esteem and dignity to 
the demands and influence of 
industrial life. We may even 
say that the entrance of women 
into political life and the taking 
of her stand shoulder to shoulde; 
with men in the commercial and 
industrial fields have been injuri- 
ous. But even these hindrances 
could have been overcome if the 
moral standards oi the days ol 
faith were not sacrificed by 
women. Woman has and always 
will receive the respect she com- 
mands by her virtue, but respect 
due to modesty and chastity is 
sacrificed for imagined freedora 
and so-called independence.” 

Bishop McIntyre expressed 
fear lest the trend take perma- 
nently from women the dignity 
they have earned through the years. ‘“The emergency 
is one thing,” he said, “but it should not call for perma- 
nent assumption of a position of woman in society 
where she does not belong.” 


‘Cerdadeira 


Rosarto 


The resignation of Rev. Dr. John P. Boland, of Buf- 
falo, as chairman of the New York State Labor Rela- 
tions Board, has evoked expressions of deep regret on 
all sides. Commenting on the resignation of Father 


Boland, who is returning to his parish duties, Governor 
Lehman said: 
“I want to express to Father John P. Boland, both 


/magem de 
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in my own behalf and on behalf of the people of the 
state, deep appreciation and gratitude for his splendid 
service. No man in the history of the State has done 
more for the cause of sympathetic and understanding 
relations between management and labor than Father 
Boland. He has been wise, patient, fair and tireless in 
the discharge of his duties.” 


In a radio message broadcast to Portugal on Novem- 
g the twenty-fifth anniversary 
pparition of the Blessed Virgin at Fatima, Pope 
Pius XII consecrated the Church 1 the world to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. In his address the Holy 
e Blessed Virgin 

otection to hu- 

in particular to 

Russia, and offered 

follow prayer: “Give 
separated by 

ord and especially 

to those who profess such singu- 
votion to thee that no home 
without thy venerated 

icon, to otten hidden and re- 
for better days; give them 

ring them back to the 

one fold of Christ under the one 


ber 2nd, commemoratin 


oi thea 


tot peoples 


ue Shepherd. 


Fathers of 
Procopius Abbey at Lisle, 
Iil., have long been active in 
Church Unity 
Octave with special emphasis on 
prayer for the return of dissident 
the Orient and the 
Orthodox to unity with 
Holy See. With the approvai 
| commendation of Archbishop 
Stritch, a series of monthly Holy 
Hours was begun last month in 
some churches of the archdiocese 
of Chicago under the direction of 
the Abbot of St. Procopius, Right Rev. Procopius 
suzil, O.S.B., as a prelude to the regular periodical 
observance throughout the world of the Church Unity 
Octave which begins on January 18th. 


I Benedictine 


promotitr the 


1es ol 


Ru ial 


NV S9ud6 


de Fatima 















Many other of the Religious Orders of men and 
women in this country and abroad, have been zealous 
in promoting the Octave since its inception at Gray- 
moor thirty-four years ago. It is our prayerful hope 
that many more will emulate the good Benedictine 
Fathers at Lisle and make the Church Unity Octave a 
period of particular devotion for the conversion of the 
world to the Church of Rome. 
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Society of A\scnement Annals 


LL SAINTS DAY, one of the 
A most festive occasions in 

the ecclesiastical year, was 
celebrated at Graymoor with a 
Solemn Mass at St. Anthony’s Na- 
tional Shrine. Father Bede, S.A., 
Vice-Rector of St. John’s Prepara- 
tory Seminary, was celebrant of the 
Mass and also spoke of the meaning 
of the festivity in his sermon. The 
wisdom of the Church in setting 
aside a special day for commemo- 
rating the virtues of all the heroic 
souls who had attained the culmina- 
tion and reward of their spiritual 
longings was touched on, but the 
primary message of the sermon 
was contained in the thought that 
we, too, are all called to become 
Saints. The only road to sanctity, 
said Father Bede, was through 
sacrifice and self-denial. He urged 
loyalty in observance of the Atone- 
ment spirit on the part of the Friars 
and Students, assuring them that 
Almighty God would assist them in 
the fulfilment of their high resolu- 
tions by His Grace. 


se s&s * 


Solemn commemoration of all the 
souls of the faithful departed was 
made on November 2nd, the day 
designated by the Church Universal 
for special intercession in behalf of 
the suffering souls. High Masses 
were offered in St. Francis’ Chapel, 
St. Christopher’s Inn Chapel, and 
St. John’s Church, and each priest 
of the Society availed himself of 
the generous privilege granted by 
Holy Mother Church of offering not 
one, but three Requiem Masses that 
morning. 

Throughout the month of Novem- 
ber the deceased benefactors of the 
Friars and Sisters of the Atonement 
were remembered at the various 
altars at Graymoor and special sup- 
plication was made for the souls of 
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®loria in Exeelsis Deo 


Co all our kind benefactors 
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a Holy 
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of the Atonement. ; 
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those whose names were sent in for 
remembrance. 


Ba * 1 * 


The Catholic Chaplains Crusade, 
organized by our junior seminarians 
at Graymoor, has proved its worth 
during the past year by sending out 
quantities of religious articles, de- 
votional books and periodicals to 
priests who are engaged in the great 
work of ministering to the men of 
our armed forces. Many of the 
rosaries and other devotional arti- 
cles forwarded to the Chaplains had 
been pre-used, but were skilfully 
repaired by the willing hands of 
our youthful aspirants to the Atone- 
ment priesthood. With the coopera- 
tion of Father Samuel, the Chap- 


lains Crusade prepared a special 
pamphlet Missal for distribution to 
soldiers and sailors as a further aid 
to their devotional life. The Missal 
contains the complete English text 
of the Mass of the Holy Trinity, the 
one usually said by Chaplains as 
the result of special permission on 
the part of the Holy See. The first 
batch of Missals was sent to Father 
Ambrose, S.A., for use by the men 
in the Army detachment of which 
he is Chaplain. Father Ambrose 
wrote at once to tell the Semina- 
rians that this particular Missal 
filled a great need among his men, 
as it introduced them to active par- 
ticipation in the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass. 

The Crusade hopes to supply 
other Chaplains with copies of the 
Missal for the Catholics among 
our country’s valiant defenders, but 
can fill requests only to a limited 
extent because of the expense of 
printing the Missals. Our Semina- 
rians are justly gratified at the 
splendid success of their project so 
far and hope that donations from 
interested friends will help them to 
supply a greater number of the 
Missals to many more Chaplains in 
Army and Navy service. 


* %* of * 


The Philadelphia Group of the 
St. Margaret of Scotland Guild 
sponsored a benefit Ball on the 
evening of November 14. Many 
Scotch - American Catholics were 
introduced to this splendid organ- 
ization for the first time at the 
Ball and were gratified to know that 
there existed an organization that 
provided for true Christian frater- 
nity among their countrymen in 
America, already successful to a 
noteworthy degree in assisting 
young men in their studies for the 
priesthood. Members, potential 
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members and their friends alike 
were delighted at the attendance at 
this social event, as it indicated a 
substantial impetus to the comple- 
tion of the Burse established at 
Graymoor in honor of St. Margaret 
of Scotland. Father Bede, S.A., 
Assistant Moderator of the Guild, 
represented the Father General at 
the gathering, and Frater Colman, 
S.A., was on hand from Washing- 
ton to greet his many friends from 
the various branches of the Guild 
who were present at the affair. 
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We are grateful indeed to our 
friends whose initials are listed 
below for their assistance to our 
Poor Students Bread Fund since our 
last report. God will surely bless 
them for their charity. 


M. B., R. L, $5; Miss J. S., Bklyn., 
N. Y., $10; M. S., Ill, $2; Mrs. W. R 
K., Tex., llc; N. S., Pa., $2; Miss N. K., 
Ca. $3; 3. W., N. ¥., $3; H. S. N.Y. 


$5; M. P., N. J., $1; Miss I. H., Mass., 


$5; A. D., N. Y., 88c; Mrs. B. L., Kans., 
25c; Mrs. E. A, N. J., $1; A. K,, N. 
Dak., $2; C. S., Ind., $2; A. A, N. Y., 
$2; M. J. McG., Ia., $1; P. F., Kans., 
Si; L. J. Z., Mass. $2; N. F., Ie., B; 


K. B., Ohio, $4; M. C. N., Cal. $3: 
Dr. D. L. McA.,, Ind., $2; Anon., $4; 
G. B. B.. N: ¥., 62: F. C., N. Y¥.. Sy; 
Mrs. W. G. E., Mich., $1; N. S., N. ¥., 
$5; Mrs. S., N. Y., $10; Prop. of Faith, 
$10; Mrs. J. C.,, N. Y., $1; Mrs. M. M., 


Conn., $1; Mrs. L. DeR., N. Y., $1; 
J. E., Ohio, $10; F. R. S., R. 1, $50; 
E. H., Ill., $1; St. John’s Guild, L. L, 
N 


y. ¥., $219. 





The Students’ Choir rehearses the age-old Christmas hymns. 


At the invitation of the Newman 
Club, the social and religious organ- 
ization of Catholic students at Vas- 
sar College, Poughkeepsie, N. Y., 
Father Vincent, S.A., was requested 
to speak at a discussion of the 
Pope’s program for world peace at 
the College on the afternoon of 
Tuesday, November 17th. Prefac- 
ing his address by a description of 
the valuable collection of memorials 
of Cardinal Newman treasured at 
Oscott College, England, with 
which he had become acquainted as 
a student there, Father Vincent went 
on to analyze the five principal 
points of the Holy Father’s Plan 
for World Peace. The discussion 
that followed was marked by en- 
thusiasm and animation, and a vote 
of thanks was given to the speaker 
for his clear exposition of the 





Winter casts its spell of silent white beauty atop the Mount of the Atonement. 


numerous problems that will beset 
the world after the coming of peace. 
In addition to the members of the 
Newman Club there were also 
present a goodly number of the 
faculty and students of Vassar who 
had been invited to attend. 


* 


Special services in honor of Saint 
Elizabeth of Hungary, Patroness of 
the Third Order of Saint Francis, 
were held on November 19th at the 
chapel dedicated in her honor at the 
Tertiary Sisters’ Residence in Gray- 
moor Manor. Sung Mass was cele- 
brated in the morning by the Very 
Reverend Father Dominic, Vicar, 
S.A., with the Brothers’ choir pro- 
viding the chant. At this Mass were 
remembered the intentions of all 
the members of the Third Order, 
especially those who are also mem- 
bers of the Third Congregation of 
the Society of the Atonement. 


co te oe cS 


On the Sunday within the Octave 
of Saint Elizabeth, a special service 
of reception of new students into 
the Third Order secular of Saint 
Francis was held in the Crypt 
Chapel on the Mount of the Atone- 
ment. Even before receiving the 
habit as Atonement Friars, our stu- 
dents share, as Tertiaries, in the 
spiritual benefits of the lofty Fran- 
ciscan ideal by active participation 
in the prayers and good works of 
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the great family of Saint Francis. 
After a period of instruction on the 
Rule of the Third Order, new stu- 
dents are admitted to it as soon as 
possible after their coming to Gray- 
moor. The ceremony of reception 
of the cord and scapular is annually 
observed with religious solemnity. 

The ceremonies in the Shrine 
Chapel began with the Office of 
Vespers, at which Father Dunstan, 
S.A., officiated. The Sunday psalms, 
responsory and hymn were chanted 
by the Choir of Saint John’s, with 
students acting as cantors. At the 
conclusion of Vespers the candi- 
dates for admission to the Third 
Order, fourteen in number, ap- 
proached the altar to voice their 
request to Father Samuel, S.A., who 
presided at the reception. The 
General Absolution and Plenary 
indulgence proper to Saint Eliza- 
beth’s Feast were then conferred on 
all Tertiaries present by Father 
Samuel. Solemn Benediction, at 
which Father Dunstan was assisted 
by Father Bede, S.A., and Father 
Theophane, S.A., concluded the im- 
pressive ceremonies. 


* * * * 


On Thanksgiving Day, Solemn 
Mass was offered at Saint John’s 
Church at the foot of the Mount of 
the Atonement in loving gratitude 
to God for the generous gifts of 
His bounty poured out upon the 
Friars and Sisters of the Atonement 
during the past year. The custom 
of observing Thanksgiving Day as 
a festival of gratitude with special 
religious ceremonies is one of long 
standing at Graymoor, having been 
inaugurated many years ago by the 
Father Founder. All benefactors 
of the Friars and Sisters were re- 
membered at this Mass, as well as 
at the other Masses offered at the 
various chapels on Thanksgiving 
Day. Celebrant of the Mass at the 
Convent was Father Anselm, S.A. 
Father Theophane, S.A., was deacon 
and Father Bede, S.A., subdeacon. 


* * * * 


High note of the observance of 
Thanksgiving Day at Saint Chris- 
topher’s Inn, after the special Mass 








Uncompleted Burses at Graymoor 


(1) Mother Lurana, No. 2: E. McC., Conn., $1. Total, $4,961.95. 
(2) St. Patrick: S. McI., N. Y., $1; M. G. N. Y., $1; “Peggy,” $1. 
Total, $4,403.70. 


(3) All Saints: Mrs. C. L. O'B., Cal., $1.50. Total, $4,°08.85. 

(4) St. Margaret of Scotland: $3,767.71 

(5) St. Anthony, No. 3: A. G., Bklyn., N. Y., $1; Miss I.. M., N. Y 
$1; Mrs = ., ee vs $i; Miss C. B., L. 1, $3; T. A. M., N. Y., $2; 
Mrs. P. B., N. Y., $1. Total, $3,522.30 

(6) scal Heart, a 3: A. G., Bklyn., N. Y., $1; Mrs. C Oe 
2; 3. B Ban eee &. EE. OR. Col: Sa: FT. 3. Gb. 1. Y,, 
e. Su oe ee ‘$5; Anon., $1; G. M., N. Y., $1; D. McC., N. Y., Soe: 
Total, $3,499.00. 

(7) St. Anne: $3,486.80 

(8) St. Joseph: A Friend, $1; Mrs. C. L. O’B., Cal, $1. Total, 
$2,682.78. 

(9) St. Jude: J. A. C., Mass., $1. Total, $2,581.15 

(10) St. Francis Xavier: $2,413.00 

(11) Pius X: Mrs. S. C., Conn., $1. Total, $2,119.40. 

(12) Our Lady of Perpetual Help: Mrs. A. C., Minn., $1; Mrs 
J. M., Mass., 25c; Mrs. C. L. O’B., Cal., $1.50. Total, $1,835.30. 


(13) Rev. Father Paul, S.A., No. 4: Mrs. G. L., Mass., $1. Total, 
$1,808.12. 

(14) St. Christopher: Mrs. C. L. O'B., Cal., $1.50. Total, $1,644.15. 

(15) St. Francis of Assisi: $1,630.95. Bsa St. Rita: $1,275.45. 

(17) Little eae A. K., R. 1, $1; Mrs. C. L. O’B., Cal., $2; Miss 
©] 8. 6. i oe D.. Md., $1; , Pa, $1; C. MB. N.Y... Bhs 
D. McC., . « Soe Total $1,177.64. 

(18) Sacred Shoulder: $1,040.70. (19) Father Drumgoole: $944.10. 

(20) St. John the Baptist: $903.75. (21) I late C pti 
$723.55. 

(22) Holy Face: Mrs. C. L. O’B., Cal., $1. Total, $523.85. 

(23) Precious Blood: Mrs. C. L. O’B., Cal., $1. Total, $419.20. 

(24) St. Seeetions “VV, OR; Mes. 5. Pa Se. MB. ¥.. Si: J. J. Dev. 
$1; S. D. V., $2; G. F. F., $1. Total, $417.27. 

(25) Infant Jesus of Prague: $404.15. 

(26) Blessed Sacrament: Mrs. C. L. O’B., Cal., $1. bg $369.63. 

(27) Our Lady of the Atonement No. 2: fore Ds Pe A. G., N. 
¥., it UT. te os oe OD Sa eo ka S. S., La., -. Ye om 
ue Mo, $23 ; 
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Mass. $2; Mrs. J. 5. N.Y. oo: & Ie, Ni a 
Mrs. J. W., N. Y., $1; Mrs. H. J. B., N. ¥., $3. Total, $362.34. 

(28) St. Michael: L.. S. La, l0c: Mrs. C. L. O'B.. Cal, $1. Total, 
$349.20. 


(29) Our Lady of Prompt Succor:. Mrs. C. L. O’B., Cal., $1. 
Total, $318.70. 

(30) Holy Souls: $297.80. 

(31) Holy Spirit: A. G., N. Y., $2. Total, $274.25. 

(32) Five Wounds: $274.00. (33) St. Margaret Mary: $261.35. 

(34) Our Sorrowful Mother: $238.25. (35) Brother Jude: $209.00. 

(36) Holy Family: $190.10. (37) Archangel Raphael: $156.20. 

(38) Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal: 148.35. (39) Most Holy 
Trinity: $93.20. 

(40) Brother Philip, No.3: C. M. B., N. Y., $1; Mrs. G. B. H., Tex., 
$2. Total, $92.20. 

(41) Blessed Mother Cabrini: $75.10. (42) St. Paul: $63.20. 

(43) Brother Anthony: $55.75. (44) Brother Andre: $54.00. 

(45) Catherine Tekakwitha: 25. 45. (46) Pius XI: $22.50. 

(47) St. Gerard Majella: T. A. M., N. Y., $1. Total, $18.63. 

(48) St. Teresa of Avila: $10.00. (49) Our Lady of the Rosary: $9.50. 

(50) St. Clare: I. E., Ohio, $1. Total, $9.25. 

(51) Monsignor Baker: $7.60. 
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in the morning, was the holiday 
dinner enjoyed by the Brothers 
hristopher at noon. Due to the 
generous donations of benefactors 
of the Inn, it was once more pos- 
sible to provide a turkey dinner 
with all that normally goes with it 
on such an occasion. At Benedic- 
tion in the evening the many poor 
men who have come to the Inn for 
shelter and sustenance once more 
thanked God for His kindness and 
asked Him to reward all those who 
have contributed to the maintenance 
of our charitable work with an 
abundance of heavenly blessings. 


* * 8 * 


In response to a call for volun- 
teers issued by the District of 
Columbia Chapter of the American 
Red Cross, some twenty-five of our 
Friars in the Major Seminary as- 
sembled at the Blood Donor Center 
in Washington recently to do their 
part in the work of national defense. 
In itself, the donation of blood for 
the welfare of those wounded in 
battle may not be a great thing, 
but it shows to some degree the 
spirit of willingness on the part of 
our Seminarians to cooperate in the 
great task of helping our country 
against the forces of aggression. 
Those whom God has set apart for 
the work of preparation for His 
ministry have been wisely excluded 
from the provisions of the Selective 
Service Act. Nevertheless the spirit 
of love of country, patriotic fervor 
and ‘oyalty to the ideals of the 
American way of life animates the 
Seminarian no less than his com- 
patriot in the armed forces. Patriot- 
ism is, basically, a virtue that 
springs from piety, and so it can be 
manifested by those whose aim is 
directed towards a life spent in the 
service of God as well as by those 
who have the actual work of pro- 
tecting the nation in battle. We 
might add that, besides being will- 
ing to do all they can on the home 
front, most apparent by their 
generous responses to appeals such 
as the one mentioned, our Frfar 
Clerics omit no opportunity of par- 
ticipating in pub'ic offerings of 
prayer for peace and victory. 
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ENJOY THE INTERESTING and INSPIRING 


RADIO PROGRAMS 


presented by 


The Franciscan Friars of the Atonement 


“Saint Anthony Hour” 


Every Sunday over Station WHN, New York, at 7:30 P. M. and 
WMExX, Boston, at 4:00 P. M. 


ALSO THE 


“Ave Maria Hour” 


Widely acclaimed in all parts of the country as the most 
beautiful and inspiring program 


Featuring a Dramatization of the 
LIVES OF THE SAINTS 


Every Sunday over these Stations 


WEEI—Boston 


at 6:30 A. M. 
WMCA—New York WIP—Philadelphia WMEX—Boston 
at 6:30 P. M. at 7:30 P. M. at 6:30 P. M. 
WITH—Baltimore WwDC—Washington, D. C. 
at 8:30 P. M. at 7:00 P. M. 


and on Saturdays at 7:00 P. M. over 
WWRL—Woodside, L. I. 


Also over other Radio stations throughout the country. 


Consult the Radio programs in the Press. 


Join in the 


NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF THE 
MIRACULOUS MEDAL 
Broadcast from 


ST. CHRISTOPHER’S INN, Garrison, N. Y. 


WMCA—New York on Wednesda™ at 9:05 P. M. (Immediately 
after the News Broadcast over WMCA). 


WMEX—Boston on Wednesday at 1:30 P. M. 
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HUNDRED ago a 
A wave of faithful Irish Catho- 

lics arrived on our eastern 
seaboard, seeking new hope in a 
land where the spectres of famine 
and oppression dared not raise 
their ugly heads. Many of these 
poor immigrants were fortunate 
enough to reach New York, Boston 
and other seaboard cities, in which 
the Catholic Church was already 
flourishing. There the open arms 
of fellow Catholics succored them 
over the lean years that followed 
their arrival. Their deepest pride 
and joy in the new land continued 
to be their love for the Church—the 
Church that had made their native 
country an Isle of Saints. In the 
years that followed their first few 
arduous ones, the Irish immigrants 
were lavish in their donations to- 


years 


wards building new _ churches, 
schools and charitable organiza- 
tions. Poverty had deepened their 


appreciation for the things of the 
soul, and their first riches went to 
the support of religious enterprises. 


But not all the Irish were equal'y 
fortunate. Many of them were 
landed at Charleston or Savannah 
and other ports south of the Mason- 
Dixon line. There Catholics were 
fewer, and prospects for employ- 
ment in the cities less. The exiles 
pushed westward towards the Pied- 
monts, where at least they could 
eke out some kind of existence by 
farming in the upland soil. Towns 
were small and at great distances, 
so that many immigrant families 
were quickly isolated one from the 
other. Without churches and with- 
out pastors the task of living truly 
Catholic lives became ever harder. 
Many remained constant in spite of 
these difficulties, but they saw their 
children growing up without any of 
the consolations that come from at- 





P rospects for Murphy 


tending Holy Mas 





ful adherence to the 
the Church. 

The gradual loosening of the ties 
that bound these early Irish families 
to the Catholic Church has been 
vividly described in a novel that at- 
tained great popularity just a few 
years back. In Margaret Mitchell’s 
“Gone With the Wind,” we are told 
of the increase in material comforts 
of one Irish Catholic family, the 
O’Hara’s, of Tara in Georgia. This 
family may not typify in its social 
position the story of the Irish in 
North Georgia, but it does give us 
an inkling of the sad story of the 
disappearance of the faith among 
these Catholics. The older O’Hara’s 
were devout and intelligent Catho- 
lics. Miss Mitchell’s description of 
the:r evening prayers in common 
has been classified by one authority 
as one of the finest pages in Ameri- 
can literature. Of the younger 
O’Hara’s, one became an Ursuline 
nun in Charleston. Another began 
a series of exploits that pointed to 
a complete coldness to a’! religion, 
veiled in a loose attachment to a 
Protestant denomination. In the 
third generation there were no 
longer any Catholic descendants of 
the O’Hara’s. 

The story to'd by Miss Mitchell 
in the pages of a novel could be 
repeated hundreds or even thou- 
sands of times in the case of real 
families. Many Irish parents were 
brought to the verge of a soul-sad- 
dening dilemma. Wou'd it be better 
to let their children attend Protes- 
tant Sunday schools or to grow up 
with no relig’on at all? There were 
not enough priests to attend the 
scattered sheep in the vast rural 
areas of the South, and there was 
rot even the slightest chance of a 
parish ever *e! nized in their 





in to 
human weakness and let their chil- 


midst. Some parents gave 


dren join Methodist, Baptist and 
Presbyterian congregations. Most 
not, but realized bitterly that 
they could not live long enough to 
prevent their grandchildren from 
being raised as non-Catholics. And 
so today we find grand old Irish 
names in Georgia and the Carolinas, 
shining forth boldly from Protestant 
church bulletin-boards. For more 
than a few Murphy’s and Mc- 
Carthy’s and O’Brien’s are repre- 
sented on the ministerial rolls of the 
denominations, and there is more 
than one St. Patrick’s Lodge of 
Masons! 

All of which leads us up to the 
story of Father Brendan Burns, S.A., 
and his mission at Murphy! Murphy 
itself is an attractive town in the 
Western part of North Carolina, on 
the highway leading to Atlanta and 
Chattanooga. It is not very large 
as towns go, but it is the com- 
mercial centre of Cherokee County 
and the home of many skilled 
workers on the Tennessee Valley 
power project. It is justly proud of 
its Irish name. 

The land around the present 
town of “Murphy” was surveyed 
in 1837, and a site for a town was 
laid off with streets 100 feet wide, 
an acre for a public square and 24 
one-half acre lots facing the four 
streets leading therefrom. The new 
town was named in honor of Archi- 
bald D. Murphey, whose champion- 
ship of popular education resulted 
in the foundation of North Caro- 
lina’s system of public schools. 





lid 
aid 


Various acts of the General As- 
sembly refer to the town of “Mur- 
phey,” but, in a later act providing 
for a conveyance of the 400-acre 
tract upon which the town is 
situated, an error in spelling occurs, 
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which has been followed up to the 
present, so that the present accepted 
spelling is Murphy. 


Father Brendan was appointed 
pastor of Murphy last March, 
shortly after the proposed parish 
there was entrusted to the Francis- 
can Friars of the Atonement by 
Bishop McGuinness of Raleigh. The 
good Bishop thought it wise to name 
the new mission Saint Patrick’s, 
feeling that the great Patron Saint 
of the Irish would watch over the 
future of the Church in Murphy. 


No Catholic census had ever been 
taken in Murphy when Father Bren- 
dan arrived to establish himself in 
August. Mass had been said there 
four times a year by a priest from 
Waynesville, ninety-five miles 
away. The good Father was sure of 
one resident Catholic and usually 
hoped to have a few travellers in 
attendance when he offered the 
Holy Sacrifice in a little room of 
the public hotel. There may have 
been a few more isolated souls 
still loyal to the faith in the western 
counties of North Carolina, but the 
difficulties of time and distance to 
cover his far-flung parish prevented 
the missionary priest from finding 
out for sure. 


Father Brendan’s first Mass in 
Murphy was attended by one lay 
person—not a very auspicious 
inaugural ceremony for the newly- 
founded parish. But there were 
others, who found their way to 
church when the news was spread 
that there was now a resident priest 
in Murphy. At present there are 
fourteen faithful souls in attend- 
ance at Sunday Mass in the little 


room which is Father Brendan’s 
rectory, church and office. 

Father Brendan—who, by the 
way, is more Irish than Murphy, 
having come to Graymoor from 
County Down when a boy—has 
also what might be called a branch 
mission at Hiawassee Dam, some 
twenty miles to the West. Here 
there are five Catholic families who 
assemble in a private home each 
Sunday for the great central de- 
votion of our faith—the Holy Sacri- 
fice. Their visible delight at having 
the consolation of the Sacraments 
after so many years of isolation is 
more than sufficient recompense for 
the long trip Father has to make by 
bus each Sunday to minister to 
them. 

All these people are born Catho- 
lics, so much work has yet to be 
done to bring the Church back into 
proper perspective among the non- 
Catholic people who are in an over- 
whelming majority. In a recent re- 
port to the Reverend Father Gen- 
eral, our Irish Atonement mission- 
ary has this to say: “It is not that 
these people are bigoted, Father. I 
have found them friendiy and will- 
ing to be of whatever assistance 
they could. Of course the sight of 
a Catholic priest is still an unusual 
thing here, and many still fear what 
they do not understand. They are 
amazed when I tell them, in con- 
versation, that the Catholic Church 
is the largest Christian group in the 
United States, as most of them have 
thought it something exclusively 
foreign. Information is what they 
need and I am trying to impart it 
as best I can by friendly conversa- 
tions whenever I have the chance. 
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Pray for me, Father, for the work 
here is vast indeed and it is good 
to know that I am not alone in try- 
ing to take care of it.” 


Like so many other pioneer proj- 
ects, the mission at Murphy has a 
great future, which can be realized 
only by dint of sheer hard work at 
the present time. Father Brendan 
is doing his part at no little sacri- 
fice, living alone in a rented room, 
without any of the happiness that 
comes from companionship and the 
spiritual consolations of religious 
community life. His vision of some 
day seeing in Murphy a real Catho- 
lic church attended by many more 
than the present handful of parish- 
ioners, no matter how hard he 
works, cannot be fulfilled without 
outside help. He asks that our 
Lamp Readers help him in his en- 
deavor to bring the message of the 
Catholic faith to the people of 
Murphy, whom he believes well- 
disposed but wholly misinformed. 


To help Father Brendan you can 
pray for the success of his work. 
He begs that of all Lamp Readers, 
since he knows all of them have an 
interest in the missionary activities 
of the Franciscan Friars of the 
Atonement. And there is another 
way that will assist him to keep up 
the spiritual welfare of the flock in 
Murphy—send him something, no 
matter how little, as a missionary 
alms. He promises to remember 
every benefactor in his daily Mass, 
asking God that these share in 
whatever special graces are re- 
served for missionaries. His ad- 
dress is: Rev. Brendan Burns, S.A., 
Box 194, Murphy, N. C. 





Miss C. M., St. Paul, Minn.: 
A Carmelite Father: 


are the loveliest we’ve ever seen.” 





Our Christmas Cards: A Word of Thanks 


We are most grateful to our many friends and patrons for their acceptance of our selection of Christmas 
Greeting Cards and for their enthusiastic words of praise which have accompanied their offering in return. 
We quote here a few letters from patrons but they are synonymous of the many: 


“My friends have commented on the great beauty of your cards.” 
“Your Christmas Cards are very appropriate. 
real and true meaning of Christmas.” 


Mr. J. W. McH., Evanston, Ill.: ‘Please mail us additional packets of your beautiful Christmas Cards. They 


I think they will bring home the 
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"Ask and You Shall Receive 


a SK and you shall receive,” 
A the words are Our Lord’s; 
and He added, “‘We must 
always pray.” It is important for 
us, therefore, to have correct ideas 
on the matter of the efficacy of 
prayer, of the source, even, of that 
efficacy and of the end towards 
which all true prayer should be 
directed. Let us see what Saint 
Thomas, following St. Augustine, 
has to teach us on this great subject. 
Sometimes, by our words and ac- 
tions, we convey the impression that 
we believe prayer to be a force hav- 
ing its first principle in ourselves, 
by the exertion of which we en- 
deavor to incline God’s Will by 
way of persuasion. But then our 
intelligence is up against this dif- 
ficulty, so often formulated by 
unbelievers and in particular by the 
Deists: No one can move God’s 
Will, no one can bend that Will. 
God, no doubt, is Goodness seek- 
ing only to bestow itself: God is 
Mercy always ready to come to the 
aid of those who suffer and implore, 
but He is also the absolutely Un- 
changeable Being. From eternity 
the Will of God is as inflexible as 
it is merciful. No one can boast of 
having enlightened God, of having 
caused Him to change His Will. 
“Ego sum Dominus, et non mutor.” 
“TI am the Lord and I change not,” 
Mal. 3, 6. By a decree of God’s 
providence the order of the world, 
the sequence of events are irrevo- 
cably—yet firmly and _ gently— 
determined in advance. 

Must we conclude, therefore, that 
our prayer is unavailing ?—that it 
comes too late in time?—or that 
what is to happen will happen 
whether we pray or refrain from 
prayer? 

The Gospel command is always 
there: “Ask and you shall receive, 
seek and you shall find, knock and 





Editor’s Note: 

We are indebted to the excellent 
Catholic Weekly, The New Zea- 
land Tablet, 
article on prayer and its efficacy, 
translated from the French of 
Father R. Garrigan-Lagrange, O.P. 


for this instructive 











it shall be opened unto you.” 
Prayer, indeed, is not a force hav- 
ing its first principle in us, nor is it 
an effort of the human soul seeking 
to do violence to God and make 
Him change divinely ordained 
plans. If people do sometimes 
speak of changing or forcing the 
Will of God they speak metaphoric- 
ally and use a human mode of utter- 
ance. In reality the Will of God is 
absolutely unchangeable; but it is 
precisely in this quality of un- 
changeableness that we find the 
source of the infallible efficacy of 
prayer. 

Fundamentally, all this is simple 
enough. True prayer—that prayer 
by which we ask for ourselves, with 
humility, confidence and persever- 
ance, the things necessary for our 
sanctification — is infallibly effica- 
cious because God, Who cannot go 
back on His word, has decreed that 
it should be so, and because Our 
Lord Himself has so promised us. 

A God Who should not have fore- 
seen and willed from all eternity 
the prayers that we send up to Him 
is, indeed, a conception as puerile 
in its way as that of a God Who 
should incline before our human 
wills and change His plans at our 
request. Not only has all that 
happens been foreseen and willed, 
or at least permitted in advance by 
a decree of Providence, but even 
the way in which things happen, 
the causes that produce events—all 
this has been providentially fixed 


from all eternity. In all the orders 
of Being, in the physical as in the 
intellectual, God has prepared the 
causes which must produce certain 
results. For our material harvests 
God prepared the seed: to fertilize 
parched lands He has willed abun- 
dant rain: for the victory that is 
to save a nation He raises up a 
great commander: to give the world 
a genius He prepared an intellect of 
superior power and had that intel- 
lect served by a finer brain, by a 
special heredity and by a privileged 
intellectual milieu. To regenerate 
the world in the most troubled 
epochs of its history He decided 
that there would be saints. And to 
save humanity, Divine Providence 
had, from all eternity, prepared the 
coming of Jesus Christ. In all 
orders, God, in view of obtaining 
certain results, has disposed the 
causes so as to produce these. For 
the spiritual as for the material 
harvest He has prepared the seed, 
and without the seed the harvest 
will not be obtained. 

Now prayer is precisely a cause 
ordained to produce this result, the 
obtaining of the gifts of God which 
are necessary or useful to salvation. 
Though all creatures live only by 
the gifts of God, only those en- 


dowed with intelligence have a 
clear perception of this. Stones, 
plants, animals receive without 


knowing: man lives by God’s gifts 
and knows himself a recipient. If 
the sensual man forgets this, then 
he is not living as a man; if the 
proud man does not wish to ac- 
knowledge indebtedness, then it is 
obvious there is no greater stupid- 
ity than pride. Life, health, 
strength, intellectual power, moral 
energy, the success of our under- 
takings—all these are God’s gifts; 
and greater than all of these is the 
gift of Grace, which carries us on- 
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wards towards the Good that will 
save us, and which makes us not 
but 
in the effort of accom- 


only accomplish that Good 
persevere 


plishing. 


Since man can understand that he 
lives only by alms, is there any- 


thing astonishing in the fact 
that Divine Providence 
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which will make her pray. There, 
then, is the source of the efficacy of 
prayer, sanctifying grace will be 
given her; let us be equally certain 
that without her prayer she would 
have remained sunken in sin. 


It is, therefore, as necessary for 
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Let us not therefore: 
“Whether we pray or not, what is 
to happen will happen”; that would 
be as absurd as to say: “Whether 
we have sown our seed or not, if 
we are to have corn in summer, we 
shall have it.” God’s providence 
has a bearing not only on 
results and ends but on the 


say, 





should have willed that man 
ask that alms? Here, as 
elsewhere, God wills first 
the final result, then ordains 
the means and causes to pro- 
duce that result. Having de- 
cided to give, He decides 
that we should pray to re- 
ceive it, just as a father who 
has already determined to 
bestow some gratification on 
his children decides to allow 
the children to first make the 
request. The gift of God— 
that is the result; prayer is 
the cause ordained to pro- 
cure that result; and, just as 
heat and electricity have 
their place in the physical 
order of things, so prayer 
has its place in the life of 
souls that they may receive 
those things necessary or 
useful to salvation. 

Jesus, who wished to con- 
vert the Samaritan woman, 
spoke those words that she 
might be led to pray: “If 
thou didst know the gift of 
God thou wouldst have asked 
Me to give thee to drink, and 
I should have given the liv- 
ing water ... springing up 
into life everlasting.” 

From all eternity God 
foresaw and permitted the 
lapse of Mary Magdalen, 
but He had designs in her 
regard. He wished to re- 
store life to that dead soul; 
only He also decides that 





Candle Prayers to Mary 


Bright, yellow flames in the darkness, 
Dancing at Mary’s shrine, 

Bright yellow flares lit by pleaders 
Begging for aid Divine. 


Oh God .. 
Just kneeling here alone... 

With the flames and the blackness and stillness 
And the peace ’round Mary’s throne. 


. So sweet is this minute, 


Yellow flames ceaselessly burning, 
Rise in the incensed air, 

Like brave, little tongues in the darkness, 
Each with a different prayer. 


Sinful tongues pleading for pardon, 
Saintly tongues telling their love, 
Youthful tongues begging for guidance, 

Aged tongues—Heaven above. 


Tired tongues calling for comfort, 
Happy tongues asking no aid, 

Frightened tongues crying for courage, 
"Mother of God, I’m afraid.” 


Tepid tongues pleading for fervor, 
Worried tongues praying for peace, 

Every tongue loving and trusting, 
Every tongue prays without cease. 


Sweet lesson of hope and of courage, 
Taught by the steady light 

From yellow flames in the blackness, 
From tongues that pray in the night. 


Oh loyal flames at the altar, 
Oh tireless tongues—Can’t you hear 
The soft, whispered words of your Mother, 


“All’s well... Rest now... 1 am near.” 


—Catherine Duffy. 


| means to be employed, and 

human liberty is safeguarded 
by a grace which is as gentle 
as it is strong, “fortiter et 
suaviter.” “Verily I say 
unto you, whatsoever you 
will ask the Father in My 
Name He will give it you.” 


Prayer, then, is no weak 


force having its source of 
origin in ourselves. The 
source of its efficacy in 


God and in the infinite merits 
of Jesus Christ. It descends 
from an eternal dec of 
God; it springs from redeem- 
ing love; and surges upwards 
to divine mercy. A jet of 
water can only gush upwards 
to the height from which its 
waters descend. So, too, 
when we pray, it is not a 
matter of persuading God, or 
of inclining Him in our 
regard, or of changing the 
dispensations of His provi- 
dence; it is uniquely a mat- 
ter of uplifting our will to 
the heights of His—-of will- 
ing with Him what He has 
to give us—those things 
needful for our sanctification 
and our salvation. Prayer, 
therefore, far from striving 
to abase the Most High to 
our level, is an elevation of 
our soul to God. Denys 
l’Areopagite compares the 
man who prays to the sailor 
who, when he wishes to land, 
tugs at the cable attached to 


ree 








life shall be given on condi- 
tion that the soul desires it; 
that breathable air shall be given 
only if the lungs open to receive it; 
that life will be hers if Mary Mag- 
dalen wills to pray: so He decides 
also to vouchsafe her an actual 
grace, very strong and gentle, 


us to pray that we may obtain the 


a rock on the waterside. The 
rock dominates the water and 


help of God which we need to ob- 
serve the divine law and to perse- 
vere, as it is that we should sow 
our seed if we hope, later on, to 
reap our harvest. 


is itself perfectly immobile: yet to 
the sailor in the boat it would seem 
that the rock is moving toward 
him, though in reality only the boat 
is in motion. In the same way it 
seems to us that the Will of God 
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changes when He grants our re- 
quest; in reality our own will 
moves upward: we are willing, in 
time, what God willed for us from 
all eternity. 

Far, then, from interposing an 
obstacle to divine government, 
prayer thus becomes a co-operating 
force. Two of us now will instead 
of one: it was God Who converted 
that sinning soul for whose conver- 
sion we had so long prayed, but we 
were God’s associates. From out 
eternity He had decided that con- 
version in that soul should only be 
produced with our cooperation. 

SINNERS AND PRAYER 

We understand, of course, that we 
cannot utter a true prayer without 
the help of an actual grace: this is 
a point of doctrine defined by the 
Church against the Pelagians and 
their school. We only ask, to be 
sure, for what we want; and, in 
prayer, it is a matter of wishing 
what God wishes for us and as He 
wishes it: it is a matter of putting 
our wills in unison with His. To 
do this He must draw us and we 
must allow ourselves to be drawn 


by Him. “No one comes to Me,” 
declared Our Lord, “unless My 
Father draw him.” And St. Paul 


adds: “We are not capable of 
forming by ourselves, as coming 
from ourselves, the slightest thought 
profitable for salvation.” And if 
incapable of forming the slightest 
thought, how much more incapable 
are we of framing the slightest 
desire! 

The sinner, however, can pray, 
deprived though he be of Sanctify- 
ing Grace and in that condition in- 
capable of meriting. An actual 
grace suffices, and this is offered to 
all: it is withdrawn only from those 
who refuse to accept. If the 
sinner falls to his knees at the mo- 
ment when the grace is accorded 
him, and if he offers no resistance, 
he will be led by a sequence of 
graces to conversion and salvation. 
All his life, therefore, the Christian 
should demand, humbly, confidently 
and perseveringly, that God vouch- 
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safe him those supernatural ener- 
gies needful to gain Heaven. 


As a consequence of our con- 
sideration we see what prayer can 
obtain for us. Heaven is the end of 
the spiritual life; and to the attain- 
ing of this end God subordinates all 
the gifts He is pleased to bestow 
on us, for all goods, whether of 
body or soul, are only ours that we 
may win by them eternal happiness. 

Prayer, then, can only obtain for 
us those goods that are in the line 
of our last end—in the line of 
eternal life. Beyond that its power 
is of no avail; it is too elevated to 
obtain for us any particular tempo- 
ral success that has no bearing on 
our salvation. 

The things to be desired, the 
things that lead us to Heaven are 
of two sorts: spiritual goods, which 
lead us there directly, and temporal 
goods which may, indirectly, be 
useful to salvation in the measure 
in which they subordinate them- 
selves to the first. 

The spiritual goods are Grace, 
the Virtues, and Merits. Prayer is 
all-powerful to obtain for the sinner 
the grace of conversion, and for the 
just man the actual grace necessary 
for the accomplishing of the duties 
of a Christian. Prayer is sovereignly 
efficacious in obtaining for us a 
more lively faith, a more confident 
hope, more ardent charity, a greater 
fidelity to our vocation. The first 
of our demands—as formulated in 
Our Lord’s Prayer—should be that 
God’s Name be sanctified, glorified 
by a radiant faith; that His King- 
dom come (that is the cbject of our 
hope); that His Will be done, that 
it be accomplished with love and 
with a charity ever more fervent. 

Prayer is all-powerful to obtain 
our daily bread, the bread not only 
of the body but of the soul, the 
supersubstantial bread of the Eucha- 
rist, and the dispositions necessary 
for a good Communion. Prayer is 
efficacious in obtaining pardon of 
our faults with the interior disposi- 
tion of pardoning the trespasses 





against us, and in making us 
triumph over temptation. ‘Watch 
and pray that you enter not into 
temptation”: the words are Our 
Lord’s. Prayer is likewise effica- 
cious in delivering us from evil and 
the spirit of evil. “That sort of 
spirit is only cast forth by prayer 
and fasting.” (Matt. 17, 20.) 

But, of course, our prayer must 
be sincere. To ask help to triumph 
over some passion without making 
any effort to avoid the occasions of 
sin; to ask the grace of a good 
death without endeavoring to lead a 
better life—that is not a true prayer, 
a true wish of the soul—it is hardly 
a caprice. Prayer must also be 
humble: it is a pauper who makes 
the request. It should show con- 
fidence in the mercy of God, never 
doubting of His infinite goodness. 
It should be persevering, proving 
that it springs from a heartfelt de- 
sire. Sometimes Our Lord does not 
seem to grant our heartfelt desire. 
Sometimes Our Lord does not seem 
to grant our request immediately, 
testing so our confidence and the 
strength of our good desires, just as 
Jesus once tested the confidence of 
the Canaanite woman by a harsh 
word that seemed like a refusal. “‘It 
is to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel that I am sent. It is not good 
to give the bread of children to the 
dogs.” Under divine inspiration 
the woman replied: “Yea, Lord, 
for the whelps eat the crumbs that 
fall from the table of their master.” 
“O woman,” replied Jesus, “great is 
thy faith; be it done unto thee as 
thou wilt.” And her daughter, who 
was tormented by an evil spirit, was 
thereupon set free.—( Matt. 15, 22.) 


But if we have truly prayed with 
perseverance, and if, notwithstand- 
ing our supplications, God leaves us 
a prey to temptation, let us recall 
the Apostle St. Paul, who, also, 
prayed to be delivered from the 
goad that tormented him in the 
flesh, and who received the answer: 
“My grace is sufficient for you.” 
Let us believe with St. Paul that the 
struggle is profitable to us, and let 
us not cease to ask the grace which 
alone can prevent us from falling. 
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Let us learn thereby our own 
indigence, let us learn that we 
are paupers, and that the act 
of a pauper is to ask. All his 
life through the Christian 
must beg the supernatural en- 
ergy needful to save his soul. 


As to temporal goods, 
prayer can only obtain those 
which must in some way 
or other help us in our jour- 
ney to eternity. Our daily 
bread, health, strength, pros- 
perity in our business affairs, 
prayer can obtain all these for 
us on condition that we ask 
before and above all else that 
we may love God ever more 
and more: “Seek first the 
Kingdom of God and His 
justice, and all these will be 
added unto you.” Must we con- 
clude that prayer is ineffica- 





Near Bethlehem 


Upon the low Judean hill 
The huddled sheep were strangely still, 


While bronzed and bearded men that night 


Kept watch to see that all was right. 


There came a sudden glow, and then 


With fear were filled both sheep and men, 


For close to them upon the sward, 
Appeared the Angel of the Lord. 


Celestial voices then were heard, 


And rugged breasts with joy were stirred, 


And minds awoke, remembering 
The story of the coming King. 


And when the heavenly host was gone 
The shepherds rose and hurried on, 
To be among the first who came 


To kneel, and breathe the Holy Name. 
—Ednin Carlile Litsey. 


doms, are not equal in value 
to the least of spiritual be. 


ings all together can- 
not rise to the simplest 
thought. It is impossible that 


they could; thought is of an- 
other order of things. . . . 
All bodies taken together, with 
all created spirits and their 
productions —these are not 
equal in value to the least 
movement of charity—for that 
is of an infinitely higher order 
of things.” Prayer, itself, can 
obtain grace which will make 
us produce that act of charity. 


True prayer, therefore, 
plays in the world an infinitely 
greater role than the most 
astonishing of discoveries. We 
would not dare compare the 
influence exercised by an un- 
contested genius such as Pas- 








cious because we have failed 
to achieve success in some 
enterprise? No, for if we have 
truly prayed we have not asked for 
this temporal success for its own 
sake but only in so far as it was use- 
ful to salvation. If we have not got 
it, it is clear that we must save our- 
selves without it. Our prayer is not 
lost; we have not obtained that par- 
ticular temporal good useless to us, 
but we have obtained another—one 
far more precious. 


Humble, confident, persevering 
prayer by which we ask for our- 
selves those goods necessary to 
salvation is infallibly efficacious in 
virtue of Our Lord’s promise. God, 
in truth, commands us to work at 
our salvation; and adds, “Without 
Me (My Grace) you can do noth- 
ing.” ‘Ask and you shall receive”; 
ask that grace from Me and I will 
give it to you, I promise you. 
Even more, it is He Who makes 
prayer well up in our hearts, He 
Who leads us to ask that which, 
from all eternity, He willed to give 
us. If such a prayer were not infal- 
libly efficacious, salvation would be 
impossible. God would command 
of us something that could not be 
accomplished; contradiction would 
dwell in Him, supreme Truth and 
Goodness. Simple souls  under- 


stand immediately the words of 
Jesus: ‘Ask and you shall receive, 
seek and you shall find, knock and 
it shall be opened to you. Which 
of you, when his child asks bread, 
will give him a stone? When he 
asks fish, will you give him a 
serpent? If, then, evil as you are, 
you know how to give good things 
to your children, how much more 
will your Father in heaven give 
good things to those who ask Him!” 
So we have the simple, profound 
prayer of the countryman who, re- 
turning from his work, places his 
spade outside the church door and 
goes in to say an “Our Father.” 
What a crime it is to seek to destroy 
this sublime faith which links that 
poor countryman with eternity! For 
the soul, knowing how to pray is 
knowing how to breathe. 


Prayer is, therefore, a force more 
powerful than all physical forces 
taken together, more powerful than 
money, more powerful than science. 
It can accomplish that which all 
terrestrial bodies and all created 
spiritual things, are by their powers, 
unable to achieve. “All bodies,” 
wrote Pascal, “the firmament with 
its stars, the earth with its king- 


teur with that which a saint— 
a St. Paul, a St. John, a St. 
Benedict, a St. Dominic or a 
St. Francis—exercised by his 
prayer. 

Each immortal soul transcends in 
value the whole physical world; it 
is as a universe unum versus alia, 
since by its two higher faculties of 
Intelligence and Will it opens on all 
things and on the Infinite. To all 
these universes on their progress to- 
wards God—and our souls are 
such—prayer assures two things: 
supernatural light to direct them, 
and divine energy to urge them. 
Without prayer, darkness falls on 
souls, which soon grow cold and 
die, becoming like stars that have 
lost their light. Let us have confi- 
dence in the strength of this force 
that springs from the divine: let us 
recall whence it comes, where it 
goes, remembering that it descends 
from Eternity, from a decree of 
Infinite Goodness, and that it is up- 
wards, also, to the Eternal that it 
reascends. 

os ck a * 

Let us pray, and, like sowers sowing 
their seed, let us not faint; the time 
when we shall reap is not far distant. 

—St. Augustine. 

Let us ask God to supply by the help 
of His Grace what by nature is not 
possible for us.—St. Benedict. 
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In Many Lands 


HE white monotony of the 
i. long Alaskan winter dragged 

on. Night followed day with- 
out perceptible change from light 
to darkness, and the morning 
brought no glorious sunrise—for at 
this season in the far North there 
is neither dawn nor darkness, but 
perpetual twilight, oppressive in its 
never-ending sameness. But though 
white gloom brooded over the world 
without, within the four walls of the 
Mission of Our Lady of the Snows, 
glowed sunshine a-plenty. Though 
the nuns knew that the winter dark- 
ness must yet endure many long 
months, they went about singing 
fragments of those age-old anti- 
phons which hail the passing of the 
night and the rising of the Day- 
star... the coming of the Sun of 
Justice. So though there was a tug 
at their hearts that His chapel 
should be so poorly decked for 





Christmas Day, they did their very 


best to make it less unworthy of 
His dear presence, knowing that the 
loving welcome of the devoted and 
faithful Esquimeaux would more 





In India, the land of teeming millions, a countless number of 
little pagan souls are being saved by the heroic Priests and 
Sisters helped by the Holy Childhood Association. 


By SISTER M. INNOCENTIA, S.A. 


than compensate 
for the poverty 
of the little 
dwelling. To tell 
the truth, at 
Midnight Mass 
the atmosphere 
of the chapel 
was vibrant with 
faith and love. 
And at the won- 
drous moment of 
the Consecra- 
tion, when the 
Babe Divine was 
once again 

















cradled in priest- 
ly hands, ah! 
then the nuns 
forgot that their 
little mission town was frozen in, 
forgot the howling wind, the sting- 
ing sleet-—forgot the dismal winter 
darkness—as they hailed the shin- 
ing splendor of the Light of the 
World! And some of that splendor 
seemed to linger as, the Mass over, 
they hastened to preside over the 
children’s little festivities. For, 
looking on and 
smiling at the 
gleeful cries of 
the little ones, 
the Sisters saw 
—not straight 
black hair, 
swarthy faces, 
narrow beady 
eyes — but the 
radiant beauty 
of the Little 
Lord Christ. 
And, truly, had 
He not Himself 
told them, “As 
long as ye did it 
to one of these, 
My least breth- 


Little Esquimeaux 


children assembled at a Mission outpost 
in the Far North. 


ren, ye did it unto Me.” 
* * * & 


Far out in the blue waters, the 
beautiful island—one of the Pearls 
of the Pacific—lay basking in the 
peaceful sunshine . . . but the not 
far-distant booming of guns belied 
the apparent peace. And Sister 
Sacristan, gathering roses in the 
convent garden, glanced upward ap- 
prehensively. So far, Deo Gratias! 
their island mission had been 
spared. Evidently the master mili- 
tary minds considered it of little 
importance in their vast dreams of 
world conquest. Sister Sacristan 
smiled as she wondered if Saint 
Michael and his embattled hosts 
would hold a like opinion. For in 
the past ten years the little Mission 
Stella Maris had been a citadel of 
refuge for a host of little ones, 
snatched from idolatrous slavery. 
And the mission schoo! was in real- 
ity a training camp for future 
Soldiers of the Cross, since many 
of the little pupils, after years of 
patient, plodding study, returned as 
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India—land of weird mystery— 
hidden fires—smouldering passions! 
Aye, but to Father X, India offered 
no mystery! The whole thing was 
clear as a whistle. The little Christ, 
whose Birthday was fast approach- 
ing, had come down to earth to save 
all men... all men—yes, even the 
pariahs! So India offered no mys- 
tery at all. The occult powers 
which sometimes brought a thrill of 
fear to newcomers, were simply the 
stealthy forces of the Prince of 
Darkness, jealous of a new-born 
Babe and of His power to sway the 
hearts of men. Light... the Light 
of Light .. . against Darkness. That 
was all. And now the war was 
complicating matters. But not for 
Father X. No, even though circum- 
stances had necessitated moving the 
Sisters and the little orphans into 
the hills, while he himself must re- 
main in the village, Father X felt no 
qualms. His own status was per- 
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Mass. He smiled as he thought of 
the Midnight Mass in the orphan- 
age. It was always such a joy to 
distribute Holy Communion to the 
little ones—and never such a joy as 
at Christmas! True, maintaining 
sixty children in the hill country 
would be an added expense, and 
funds, small enough before the war, 
had now dwindled alarmingly. But 
Father X, refused to be d-sturbed. 
God had sent them these orphans. 
God would send them food and 
clothing. 
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Between the Masses in the vast 
American Cathedral the worship- 
pers stole softly over to the Christ- 
mas Crib. Little children, wide- 
eyed with wonder, prattling their 
baby thanks to the Baby Jesus for 
His Christmas gifts to them, and 
asking Him to bless children 'ess 
fortunate than themselves; young 
girls in the first bloom of maiden- 


od 


long and lovingly at 
outstretched arms, 
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Ed'tor’s Note: Sister Innocentia 
sstion for our Readers— 


one which they will not find it hard 





to anew In their hearts they will 
! opening of the flood-gates 

0° Oo or the little ones in “many 
land-” so like unto the Christ 
horn in poverty, yet like 





assessing all things if they 
are ‘artized in His Holy Name. 
: sscue them from a bleak 

. 2.gan thralldom and then, 

in the saving waters of 

ant teach them the way of 

alva'’on, that the Holy Childhood 
Associat’on helps the good Sisters 
micsion lands to carry on their 


wonderful work. 

Cortributions for this cause since 
ast report: 

M. \' N Y., $5; Mrs. E. B., N. Y¥., 
$10; E. T., N. ¥.,. 95; Mes. W. J. Z.. 
Mass., $5: N. S., Pa., $25; Anon., $5; 
Anon., $10: Miss H. M. S., N. Y., $5; 
M.A., N. Y., $5; S. G. C., Mass., $5.50; 
Mrs. P. D., Conn., $5; Mrs. J. H., N. ¥ 
$5; M. G. A., Mass., $10; Anon., $1; 


Mrs. G C, Mt, 93; Mrs. C.. E..5, 


Minn., $5; Mrs. P. J..Q., N. J., $15; 
R. BN. Y¥.,. $10: F 2. Wyo, 93; 
Sr. M. DeS., W. Va., $370; A. K., Pa 
$5; E. A., N. J., $10. 
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The (teed Shepherd 


HE road was momentarily 
growing worse. Ten miles 


back it had been bad enough. 
But now it was all but impassable. 
And Father Benedict had yet a 
long way to go. 

With sudden violence, the storm 
had come. And with it darkness. 
Like the bombing of a thousand 
guns, thunder crashed. Rain fell in 
torrents. For miles now Father 
Benedict had not dared take his 
eyes from the road. He kept his 
vaze fixed on those twin lights 
dancing two pale yellow 
disks in the darkness. 

Suddenly the heavens were split 
by a jagged streak of lightning. It 
brightened the world with an eerie 
light, revealing a landscape as 
wild and desolate as the night itself. 
Soapweed and cholla and tall stalks 
of Spanish bayonet looming like 
grotesque figures in the amethyst 
night. And on all sides the mesa 
swept away, an arid expanse stretch- 
ing out toward a range of ragged 
mountains towering in the distance. 

It was Christmas Eve. And at 
twelve o’clock, Father Benedict was 
due at the isolated Indian village 
of Arroyo to celebrate the Midnight 
Mass. 

Then—the mud hole. 
no way of avoiding it. It covered 
the entire road. Before Father 
Benedict had time to apply the 
brakes, he was upon it. And the 





ahead, 


There was 


next instant the car was sunk to 
the hubs. 
With grim determination, the 


Padre flung open the door and 
stepped out into the storm. He was 
met with a gust of wind that forced 
him backward. Icy rain whipped 
his defenseless face. 

To a rear fender, Father Bene- 
dict put his shoulder and pushed. 


By LESLIE ROCKWELL 


But he was not a big man, Father 
Benedict. The car groaned. Gave 
a heave. Then sank back, caught 
firmer still in the grip of soft, slimy 
mud. 

Shivering with cold, the Padre 
climbed back in the car. Helplessly, 
he looked around him, knowing 
without seeing that there was no 
dwelling within miles. 

With the heat from the engine 
shut off, the car was rapidly be- 
coming like the inside of an ice- 


box. Up through the floor, wind 
whistled. A wind that cut to the 
bone. Rain lashed at the windows. 


“One thing is certain,” Father 
Benedict reflected silently, “I can’t 
reach Arroyo in time to celebrate 
the Midnight Mass.” 

But on top of that thought, he 
remembered those Indians who 
would be waiting. Indians who had 
heard the word of God all too sel- 
dom. Others who had heard it not 
at all. 

Again Father Benedict mused, 
“No, I can’t possibly reach Arroyo 
tonight. And yet—somehow, I 
must.” 

Suddenly the Padre’s eyes bright- 
ened. In the distance he had caught 
sight of the faint glow of a sheep- 
herder’s fire. And above the roar 
of the wind, he became conscious 
of another sound. The mournful 
bleating of hundreds of sheep. 

Pulling his coat-collar high and 
jerking his hat low, again Father 
Benedict stepped into the storm. A 
blinding squall of wind-lashed rain 
rushed at him. His feet sank deep 
in soft mud. 

Head downward against the wind, 
the Padre started toward that dim 
light flickering in the distance. Like 
icy pin-points, the cold rain bit 
into his flesh. 


Once, groping his way blindly, 
the Padre walked into a bed of 
cactus. The sharp needles cut like 
scissors through his shoes and into 
his flesh. Wincing with pain, he 
stumbled on. The light that flickered 
and wavered in the distance seemed 
to grow no closer. 


Cupping his hand about his 
mouth, Father Benedict shouted 
into the night: “Hallo!” 


But the wind snatched the words 
from his lips, drowning them in its 
own roar. And the only answer 
was the bleating of the sheep and 
the staccato barking of a dog. 

Again the Padre called: “Hallo!” 

Hollowly his own words came 
echoing back to him. Again he 
shouted. Again and again. 

The Padre pressed on. Mean- 
while the storm renewed its efforts. 
Father Benedict had the appalling 
feeling that he was getting nowhere. 

Abruptly, then, out of the dark- 
ness appeared a tall agile figure. A 
figure that towered a good ten 
inches above Father Benedict. 

At this moment a flash of light- 
ning lit the world. It revealed a 
moccasined Indian with a wide 
silver-ornamented belt and garnet 
velveteen shirt. White corduroy 
trousers clung damply to his legs. 
And his straight black hair—with 
its characteristic red head-band— 
was plastered flat and wet. At his 
heels danced a shaggy dog. 

Instantly Father Benedict recog- 





nized the sheep-herder. And he 
greeted him warmly: “Hello, 
Charlie!” 

Charlie. That was what white 


men called him. Among his own 
people, he was known as “Little 
Horse.” 

The Indian responded with a 
grunt. No warmth was there in his 
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“It was in a desert country, Charlie, not so different from 


your own. 


voice. No welcome. And Father 
Benedict knew that Charlie resented 
his presence here. 


“Charlie, my car has stalled 
down there in the road. Stuck in a 
mud hole. And I’m due at Arroyo 
at twelve o’clock to celebrate the 
Midnight Mass. It’s Christmas 
Eve, you know.” 

Gruffly the Indian replied, “Soon 
as this storm clear up, I help push 
car out of mud.” Sullen his voice 
was. Defiant. “But right now, no 
good. Car have to wait.” 

And Father Benedict realized 
that argument was useless. No 
power on earth could move Charlie 
until he got good and ready to be 
moved. 

Abruptly the Indian turned, lead- 
ing the way to his shelter. 


And the Shepherd’s name was Jesus... .” 


Inside this tent was the fire that 
had guided the Padre in the dark- 
ness. A tiny flame smoldering 
under a pile of wet greasewood. 
Dense with smoke the place was. 
There was an unpleasant smell of 
wet canvas. But Father Benedict 
welcomed the meager shelter. 
Eagerly he stepped close to the fire, 
holding his blue hands out to the 
feeble flame. 

With calm deliberation, the 
Indian strode across the room, and 
stooping to stir the fire, Father 
Benedict could see the muscles 
rippling under the sleeves of his 
velveteen shirt. 

The illustrations that the Padre 
had seen of Indians always pic- 
tured hawk-like features. But there 
was nothing hawk-like about 
Charlie. Handsome he was in his 





own dark way. And his high fore- 
head denoted intelligence. 

Yet for him, Father Benedict felt 
no admiration. Only regret. For 
Charlie was an unbeliever, a pagan. 
He had rebuffed the Padre’s ef- 
forts to tell him of God. And the 
Padre had found no way to ap- 
proach him. 

The Indian straightened from the 
fire. “You wait here till storm 
clears. Then I help push car out of 
mud.” 

He made a move toward the door. 

“You're not going out—in this 
rain?” 

Charlie’s face wore a troubled 
concern. “Me lose lamb... got to 
find.” 

“But you can’t find a strayed 
lamb in this darkness!” the Padre 
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protested. “Why don’t you wait? 
Until morning ?” 

Curtly Charlie answered, “No can 
wait. Morning come .. . too late. 
Got to find now.” 

“Well, then, at least wait until 
this storm passes.” 

Charlie shook his head. “Got to 
find—before coyote or lobo wolf get 
it. No can wait.” 

With that, he called the dog, 
stalked to the door, and was gone. 
Behind him, the tent flaps rippled, 
then were still. 

His eyes red and smarting from 
smoke, the Padre looked around 
him. Through the haze, he could 
see a small pile of rumpled bed- 
ding. There was a scattering of 
blackened pans. A pair of beaded 
moccasins. Little else. 

Wind lashed at the tent. Like a 
huge balloon, the canvas walls 
bulged outward. And the rain con- 
tinued to beat down, mingled with 
the steady bleating of many sheep. 
Presently the tent flaps parted, 
and Charlie again appeared. The 
shaggy dog at his heels. 

“Find the lamb?” 

The Indian shook his head. With- 
out a word, he strode over to the 
fire. Squatting on his heels, he held 
his hand out to the flame. And 
Father Benedict noticed that he was 
drenched to the skin. His teeth 
chattering. 

Into the fire the Padre stared. 
“You’re a good shepherd, Charlie. 
‘The good shepherd giveth his life 
for his sheep.’ And even though 
the sheep of your flock numbers 
among the hundreds, you are not 
content until you find that one lamb. 
Rain and wind fail to keep you from 
your search. Your hunting for that 
lost lamb reminds me of the story 
of another Shepherd—” 

At the word “story” a flicker of 
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interest crossed Charlie’s slanted 
eyes. And the Padre remembered, 
then, the Indian’s love for stories. 

So he continued, “It was in a 
desert country, Charlie, not so dif- 
ferent from your own grazing land. 
And the Shepherd’s name was 
: 

The shaggy dog had thrown him- 
self on the dirt floor beside the fire 
and was stretched out, snoring 
loudly. Steam rose from his coat, 
filling the tent with an odor of damp 
fur. 

Outside, the rain continued to 
beat down. And around the fragile 
shelter, wind raged. The tent 
flapped and billowed. 

On and on continued the Padre’s 
quiet voice. Telling again that 
story of almost two thousand years 
ago. Of the Good Shepherd and 


His flocks. Of the lamb that wan- 
dered from the fold. And of the 
Shepherd’s search far into the 


hinterlands until that one lamb was 
found. ... 

Father Benedict had a knack for 
story-telling. As he talked, he saw 
the stern muscles of the bronze face 
relax. And the sparkle in the dark 
eyes told the Padre that the Indian 
listened. Listened and was inter- 
ested, 

As the story came to an end, 
Father Benedict lifted his head, 
listening, suddenly aware that the 
rain had ceased; that the wind 
was no longer whipping at the tent. 

The Padre hastened to the door. 
Outside, the clouds were breaking. 
Through a tiny rift a single star 
shone down. 

“Look, Charlie! The storm is 
over! Help me push my car out 
of that mud hole, will you? If I 
hurry, I can still reach Arroyo in 
time for the Midnight Mass.” 

Charlie unfolded his long length. 
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Brothers of Mercy 


There is a growing demand for the care of the sick male patients. 
Young men from the ages of 16 to 40 are invited to inquire for 
further information from the Novice Master. 


Brothers of Mercy is a Religious Community. 


Buffalo, N. Y. 
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For Christmas 


Prayerbooks and Reli- 
gious articles always 
make excellent gifts. 


PRAYER BOOKS 


Pray Always (for children) 25c 
and 50c according to binding. 
Ave Maria Prayerbook (for adults) 

50c, 75c and $2.00. 

Key of Heaven (ever popular 
manual’ of ‘prayer) 50c, 75¢ and 
$2.00. 

Holy Ghost Prayer Book. 50c, 
$1.00 and $1.50. 

Imitation of Christ (for centuries 
a favorite aid to devotion) 75c, 
$1.00 and $1.25. 

Daily Missal (the best manual for 
following the Mass) complete, 
$2.50. 


ROSARIES 


No. 7426 Black Coco Rosary 
with sterling silver Cross 
and chain 

No. 7172 Everbrite Rosaries 
Assorted colors 1.50 

No. 2741 Agate Rosaries, 
amber, rose, sapphire, ame- 
thyst 1.00 

No. 2704 Small glass beads, 
amethyst, rose, amber 75 
Other Rosaries from 25c up. 


MEDALS 


No. 6601 Sterling Silver Ath- 

lete’s Miraculous Medal 

and Chain $1.50 
No. 5704 Miraculous Medal 

and Chain, for women 1.00 
No. 6366 Baby Pendant, with 

pink or blue cord 75 
No. 6671 Blue stone Miracu- 

lous Medal and Chain, 

pendant style 50 
We have a large selection of other 
medals. Write for complete list. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR MEN IN 
THE SERVICE 


Catholic’s Pocket Manual, 
small-size Prayer Book, real 
leather binding 

Black Rosary with Everbrite 
Cross 

Sterling Silver Miraculous 
Medal, for Soldiers, Sail- 
ors, Aviators 

Sterling Silver Cruciform 
Medal, with Chain 1.75 


$3.00 


Send Order with remittance to: 


FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF THE 
ATONEMENT 


Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 
Dept. R. A. 














380 


“Sure, I help you.” 

Back to the road. Back to the car 
that was stuck to the hubs in mud. 

With Charlie’s strong shoulders 
against the rear, the little car gave 
a lurch. Shuddered. Then once 
again was back in the deep rut of 
the road. 

The Padre’s face lighted with a 
smile. ‘Thanks, Charlie...” 

But Charlie lifted a hand for sil- 
ence. His head raised, the Indian 
listening. To a sound that 
Father Benedict could not hear. 

But the shaggy dog heard. With 
a joyful bark, he bounced away. 
Straight toward a clump of sage- 
brush that stood to one 
road, 

As Charlie turned back to the 
Padre, Father Benedict caught the 
flash of his ivory grin in the dark- 
ness. “It my lost lamb—over there 
Good boy, my 


was 





le of the 


in the sage. 


he find um!” 


dog— 


Charlie had hesitated beside the 
car. Then, avoiding the eyes of the 
Padre, he said haltingly, “Some day 
maybe you come back again—tell 
me more about this other Shep- 
herd—this Jesus—huh ?” 





Father Benedict knew that words 
did not come easy for Charlie. And 
he knew, too, that his simple speech 
meant a great deal more than the 
mere words implied. It meant that 


Charlie Little Horse had found 
God! 
So the Padre answered warmly: 


“You bet I'll come back, Charlie! 
Some day real soon!” 

The sheep-herder responded with 
a grunt of satisfaction. Abruptly, 
then, he turned away. Moving to- 
ward the clump of sagebrush. And 
Father Benedict started his 
rolling in the direction of Arroyo. 

Two shepherds who had found 
their lost sheep. 





Invoke Saint Anthony in 


as spiritual needs. 


for remembrance in the Novenas 


heaven at 


benign favor of God the Father. 


should be addressed: 





Your Need Through the 


Perpetual Novena 


at 


Graymoor 


The sad and difficult time through which we are passing has had the 
salutary effect of chastening the spirit and recalling many to a stronger 
and holier dependence on prayer to Almighty God in temporal as well 


That this is so is evident in the many petitions sent us 


Saint Anthony’s Shrine at Graymoor, invoking through the 
beloved Saint of Padua, whom the Christ-Child so loved and honored, the 


God does, in His goodness, give us many, many temporal favors in 
answer to prayer; but our prayer must always carry the condition 


is in accord with Thy Will and for my spiritual welfare. 


Petitions for remembrance in our Perpetual Novena to Saint Anthony 


FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF THE ATONEMENT 


Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 


of prayer constantly ascending to 


“if this 








Car 
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Regquiesrant in Pace 


We commend to the prayers of 
our Readers the souls of the faith- 
ful departed whose deaths have 
been reported to us during the last 
month. For them collectively a 
Set of Thirty Masses will be said. 


Bishop Francis Monaghan, Sister 
Mary Ferdinand Nelson, Sister Mary 

St Alberta Wahle, Sister Mar; 
Ihecla, R.S.M., Sister Mary Stanislaus, 
R.S.M 


Catherine Coughlan, John Coughlan, 














Lill Coughlan, Peter Sheridan, 
Joseph Edward Tur, Nora Lucy Tew- 
hill, Mrs. William J. Swain, William M 
Hutter, Peter Stewart, Mary Boylan, 
Zelia West, James A. Walsh, Louisa 
Delnero, Joseph Lynch, John M. Lee, 
Adolph Delnero, Florie Delnero, Julia 
Lee Murphy, John J. Lee, Kate Darcy, 
Loretta Gallagher George Kampo, 
Mary Ahern, Peter Macy, Maurice 
Guin Mr. and Mrs. Dominic Me- 
Getrick, William Mernagh, Mr. and 
Mrs. James Salvi, Mrs. John Conlof, 
Edward Keenan, Nora Sullivan, Mrs 
Sarah Hynes, Frank P. Scharmer, 
Albert F. Scharmer, Margaret A. Wills, 
George Gunther, Katherine Schlegel, 
Elizabeth Lanfer, Wilhelmina Brown, 
Arthur Daly, Rose Regan, Mrs. Mar- 


garet Roach, Mrs. P 


McCormack, Miss F 


Guerin, Mrs. C. A 
M. Guidrey, Miss 


Rosalie Renaud, Elizabeth Callahan, 
Max Morris, P. J. Hartford, John 
Casey, Ellen Casey, James J. Casey, 
John F. Casey, Mary Casey, Alexander 
Keogh, Mrs. Sarah Agnes Donnolly. 








half ye 
tion wv 
folk. 
firmly 
threefc 
loved 
Boherr 
usic- 
Anton 
H 
Sim 
his p 


place 


hemia 




















ughlan, 
leridan, 
vy Tew- 


im M 





Louisa 
f | ee, 
», Julia 
Darcy, 
Sampo, 
laurice 
( Mc- 
r. and 
‘onlog, 
Mrs 


lariner, 


srown, 
Mar- 
C.A 
. Miss 
llahan, 
John 
Casey, 
<ander 


nnolly. 





oe ™ Grand Old Man” 


¢¢ HE Grand Old Man” of 
Czechish music stands out 
from his sixty-two and a 
half years of close active associa- 


tion with the musical Bohemian 
folk. This greatness was built 
firmly on the solid foundation of a 
threefold love. Anton Dvorak 
loved his Czech people and his 
Bohemia. Anton Dvorak loved 
music—vibrant with life for him. 


Anton Dvorak loved God. 


His PeopLe AND CouNTRY 


Simple Bohemian peasantry was 
his parental heritage. His birth- 
place was in the tiny typical Bo- 
hemian village of Nelahozeves— 
German name being Muhlhausen. 
His grandfather was a butcher and 
was proud of his family of fourteen 
children. His father was a humble 
innkeeper and was equally proud of 
his family of eight children. All 
the later acclaim of the vast audi- 
music-lovers the world 
over could not turn Anton’s head. 
He was always proud of his Czech 
people and his Bohemian ancestry. 

Simple, humble living, and a deep 
underst and enjoyment of 
Nature were his from early child- 
I to the closing happy days of 


ences of 





nding 





successful life. A happy, 
boy left home to attend 
he Organ School at Prague with 
ial help of his generous 
is simple country nature 
him. No matter 
come to him in the 
he would remain true to his 
peasant origins. 

Well-earned recognition and then 
L preading fame became his. 
Bohemia was too small in geo- 
graphic limitations to keep Dvorak’s 
trained skill and natural ability in 
music within its boundaries. Ger- 








What mignt 
luture 


fine 





By LESLIE E. DUNKIN 


many, England and other European 
countries heard of him and listened 


enraptured to his many master- 
pieces. The Prague National 
Theatre planned a gala perform- 


his fiftieth birth- 
day anniversary, but Anton Dvorak 
not there. He 
himself. This important 
his life would be spent 
quietly and happily with his family 


ance to celebrate 





\ graciously 
excused 


day in 


at home in the wooded hills of 
Bohemia. 
The New World in the United 


States extended a friendly invita- 
tion for him to come to help to 
inspire American music develop- 
ment and appreciation. He was 
welcomed at the harbor by a dele- 
gation of Czech-Americans. He 
marvelled at the wonders of Amer- 
ica he was privileged to see while 
the director of the National Con- 
servatory in New York City. Still 
he missed his Bohemia. He was 
more than delighted to close his 
first visit to America with an ex- 
tended stay at Spillville, Iowa, in 
the midst of a settlement of his 
own country-folk. This was more 
like home to him. He was happily 
satisfied for the time in his new 
Bohemia. 

The time to return to his home- 
land brought still greater happiness. 
Be it ever so grand or so humble, 
there was no place for hirn like his 
country home in the wooded hills 
of Bohemia among the Czech 
people. Vast musical audiences 
and prominent music leaders were 
eager to give “The Grand Old Man” 
the acclaim from his country-folk 
which he so richly deserved. Anton 
Dvorak turned a deaf ear to all of 
these and went quietly first to the 
simple life of his own home-place. 

He reproved an enthusiastically- 


devoted country choir conductor for 
devotion to him as a music 


unaue 


master by writing simply to him, 
“You are not speaking to a Demi- 


god! I am a very simple person to 
whom such expressions of exag- 
gerated modesty as yours are en- 
tirely inappropriate. I remain what 
I was, a plain and simple Bohemian 
musikant.” 


He Lovep Musk 


Music natural for the 
simple Bohemian country-folk as 
the pure air they breathed. Anton’s 
father was a skillful player of the 
violin and the zither. As a regular 
member of the village band, the 
innkeeper played with them on all 
festive and religious occasions. The 
school master for the eight-year-old 
boy was also the village organist 
who could play all instruments. 
Anton learned to play the violin, 
much to the happy pleasure of the 
people at his father’s inn. 

Anton’s father sent him to Zlon- 
itz where he could learn to speak 
the German language, a necessity 
for keeping an inn. Here again his 
school-master was also the choir- 
conductor and his German teacher 
was a musician who conducted his 
own orchestra. This German 
teacher taught musical Anton also 
harmony and to play the viola, 
piano and organ in addition to the 
violin. Wherever he went, this 
future “Grand Old Man” received 
musical ‘benefits and training from 
those well able and more than will- 
ing to help him for his future. 

Anton’s uncle promised the neces- 
sary money for music lessons at the 


was as 


Organ School at Prague, which 
specialized in training composers 
and practicing musicians. Anton 
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Dvorak played the viola in the 
orchestra of the St. Cecilia Society, 
which brought him additional ad- 
vanced experience and another op- 
portunity for self-expression. Be- 
fore the course was completed, 
Anton’s uncle was forced to stop 
supplying money for his school 
expenses, but the ambitious student 
continued his studies by giving les- 
sons to other people to help pay his 
own expenses. He finished his two 
years at the school, ranking second 
in a graduating class of twelve. 

Dvorak was an appreciative stu- 
dent of former and contemporary 
masters of music. He expressed in 
his own musical compositions the 
joyous spirit of Haydn and Mozart 
and the jubilant love of life such as 
Schubert expressed. He had a 
strong musical love for Wagner 
and Schumann. Brahms was a 
close and helpful friend throughout 
his own musical career. 

The Czech music prince had a 
deep awe for Beethoven, whose 
picture hung on the wall of his work 
room above his desk. When his 
Conservatory class played a Beetho- 
ven Sonata, Dvorak would call out 
to them, “Why don’t you kneel?” 

His thorough preparations for his 
successful musical career included 
a most helpful ability and willing- 
ness to criticize his own efforts. 
When entire passages of musical 
compositions failed to suit him, he 
did not hesitate to throw them all 
into the wastebasket and start 
again. He commented once after 
having thrown away what repre- 
sented intensive work over several 
weeks and months, “I always have 
plenty of paper with which to build 
a fire.” 

His musical career opened in the 
midst of almost endless struggles 
even after his specialized school 
training had been completed. Early 
in his career he had to spend the 
greater part of his time giving 
lessons to others and playing in 
orchestras to provide living ex- 
penses for himself. He played with 
the very popular Komzak Orchestra 
in the larger inns and restaurants. 
He composed many “pot-boiler” 
pieces for his group to play. In 
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time he became a member of the 
new Czechish National Theatre Or- 
chestra, which eventually played 
nowhere outside the theater. While 
practicing and playing with this 
orchestral group, he came to know 
every detail of the operas being 
presented. This led him to try his 
own hand at producing an opera. 

Even after recognition began to 
come to his compositions, Anton 
Dvorak found it slow progress away 
from his early life of obscurity, 
poverty and hard work. He longed 
to produce an outstanding success, 
one that would accomplish what he 
hoped to do for music and also 
would bring recognition and success 
to his music numbers. 

After considerable experimenting 
with chamber music, symphonic 
works, songs and operas, he found 
a successful response from the pub- 
lic for himself as a singer of his 
people. Instead of following closely 
a pattern made by somebody else 
or ideas and material already in 
use, Anton Dvorak turned to his 
native land and his own inner be- 
ing for his musical compositions. 
He wanted to give his people the 
distinctive music, which would be 
theirs and from their national life 
and which they had previously 
lacked. His Slavonic dances be- 
came popular. He drew upon 
Slavonic folk-music. Whenever pos- 
sible, he included the word “Slav- 
onic” in the titles for his music. 
When foreign publishers began to 
publish his music, he insisted that 
they reproduce his works not only 
in their own language, but also in 
his original Czechish. 

When the Philharmonic Orches- 
tra performed the “Overture to King 
and Charcoal-burner,” success for 
Dvorak was evident. His “Hymnus” 
brought him still greater fame. His 
Slavonic dances attracted the at- 
tention of foreign publishers for his 
musical compositions. He was 
married to Ann Cermak in Prague, 
November 17, 1873. After eleven 
years in the Orchestra, he took the 
position as organist of the Church 
of St. Adalbert. The Austrian State 
Prize, a yearly allowance, was 
granted to him successively for a 


oy 


number of years. The House of 
Simrock, for three generations the 
publishers of the works of Beetho- 
ven, Mendelsohn, Brahms, Schu- 
mann, and other successful musi- 
cians, began publishing Dvorak’s 
productions. The Czech University 
of Prague conferred on him the 
Honorary Degree of Doctor of 
Music. 

Then came greater success for 
him in a number of trips to Eng- 
land with more money being paid 
to him than ever before. This was 
climaxed by a most generous offer 
to become the Director of the Na- 
tional Conservatory in New York 
City. He did much for the United 
States and America did much for 
him musically during those three 
years of directing and composing 
here, including his “New World 
Symphony.” In spite of all this, 
he gladly continued to be ‘The 
Grand Old Man” of Czechish music. 


He Loven Gop 


A double Divine blessing was 
Anton Dvorak’s, in that he was 
born on the Birthday of the Virgin, 
September 8, 1841, and his parents 
endeavored to rear their children 
to be as simple and God-fearing as 
they themselves. Music and reli- 
gious faith were closely interwoven 
in his life from the first hours. 

His instructors at school were 
also organists and choir directors 
for the local church. The teachers 
at the Organ School presented the 
music in the churches of Prague. 
Anton himself was soon playing the 
organ, directing choirs, and even 
composing music for use in the 
church where he was. While at the 
highest pinnacle of his musical suc- 
cess, his greatest happiness came 
when he could sit down at the organ 
for the seven o’clock Mass at the 
Church of St. Wenceslaus in the 
village of Spillville, Iowa, and play 
the old Czechish hymn to the great 
delight of the many Czech people 
living there. 

His daily program called for an 
early rising, no matter where he 
might be living or what musical 
work he was then doing, to include 
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a long walk preferably out with 
Nature and a humble visit at the 
church for the first Mass of the 
morning before returning to his 
early breakfast. 


This recognition of God mani- 
fested itself in many ways and on 
many occasions in Dvorak’s musical 
life. When his fame and skill were 
at or near the height of their perma- 
nent success, Anton Dvorak wrote 
humbly concerning his acceptance 
of the offer to come to the United 
States, “I do not know whether I 
shall be just what you want in all 
particulars, but I rely upon your 
goodness and forbearance.” 

To Gop He Gave THE CREDIT 

In his own composing and his 
instruction of other students, he did 
not look upon musical invention as 
any special credit to the student, 
for he considered that as coming 
from God, where the credit really 
belonged. The admiring public 
recognized especially when he con- 
ducted his new ‘“‘Mass in D” for the 
consecration of a private chapel on 
a friend’s estate that Anton Dvorak 
had his own way of providing the 
means for God to speak through his 
music to the admiring folk. 


While in conversation 
close friend, some of Schopen- 
hauer’s skeptical sayings were 
quoted to him. Great surprise and 
personal shock were registered on 
the composer’s face as he ex- 
claimed, “Such a great man! Such 
a great soul! And he believes in 
nothing!” 


with a 


The real Dvorak was revealed by 
his expressed thought at the con- 
clusion of each musical composi- 
tion. At the last page of each such 
manuscript after the last note had 
been written, he had the simple 
inscription, “Thank God! I am con- 
tent!” The same might well have 
been written on the last page of his 
entire life for everything he had 
done and been, “Thank God! I am 
content!’’"—to render humble service 
to his people of the Grand Old Man 
of Czechish Music. 
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A Sperial 
Christmas Novena 
of Masses 


in honor of the Blessed Mother whom 
we invoke under the beautiful title of 


Our Lady of the Atonement 


will be offered in the Convent Chapel 
at Graymoor, beginning on December 
16th. 

Send in your petitions now for 
remembrance in this Novena. 








Below we append letters expressing gratitude for favors re- 
ceived through the Novenas to Our Lady of the Atonement. They 
are but a few of many such letters. 

T. MacD., Norwalk, Conn.: 


Our Lady of the Atonement for a request she granted me last 


I wish to take this opportunity to thank 
August. 
It seemed very hopeless. I had been praying for over eight or nine 
years for my father and mother to return to the Sacraments after being 
away twenty-five years. I wish to thank her again and again for such a 


great favor; in fact, I'll never stop thanking her as long as I live 


Mrs. B. K., New Jersey: Some time ago I wrote to have my inten- 
tion included in the Novena of the Last Resort that my son’s boat would 
not return to Newfoundland. I felt that my prayers were 
when he was sent there again, but in a month the boat was ordered 


back to New York. 


Mrs. T. D., New York: 


enough for your prayers in our behalf to Our Blessed Lady. 


My husband and I can never thank you 
We have 
asked your help in the past when things seemed absolutely hopeless and 
each time we were helped. The love of Our Lady has given us every 
happiness in our marriage and we can feel her watching over us. 


A. M., California: 
offered for my 


I want to thank you for the prayers that were 
brother’s health. He is recovering from an operation 
and getting along better than ever since he is wearing the medal of Our 


Lady of the Atonement. 


Mr. J. F., Mass.: 


might obtain steady employment. 


I asked your prayers for my daughter that she 
I thank God and your prayers for 
my family and myself for we have been getting along very good and 
my daughter has a steady position. 


Mr. B. H., Iowa: 


special favor which has been granted recently. 


Enclosed is a little offering in thanksgiving for a 


Address your petitions for this Special Christmas Novena to 


SISTERS OF THE ATONEMENT 
St. Francis Convent 


Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 


not heard, 











Book N otes 


Books Reviewed on this page or otherwise listed may be ordered from The Graymoor Press, Peekskill, N. Y. 
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